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Where Two or Three Are Gathered 
 

 So, Pastor, you did Vacation Bible School with only two children? 

Yes, I did! 

 

 When I was going through the call process, I was asked about VBS 

and one of the things I said was I would do VBS with only one child 

present. I heard the committee’s desire to bring back VBS and in order 

to try to get that accomplished, WMLC needed to have VBS, no matter 

how small. My hope was that the children who attended, however many 

there might be, would have a great time and we could build on that! So, 

yes, I had VBS with two children each night. And yes, they did have a 

great time! 

 

 I think churches get too hung up on numbers. Often we hear 

members say, “Remember when we had to bring chairs into the 

sanctuary because there were so many people?” “Remember when we 

had so many children in Sunday School that they barely fit in the 

rooms?” “Remember when we had no worries about the budget?” 

“Remember how big the youth group used to be?”   

 

 Yes, back in the day more people came to church on a more regular 

basis.  But here is something I point out when people are concerned 

about numbers: do you realize that back in the day people had more 

children? Sunday School and youth groups were bigger because families 

were bigger. Three families with six children each made 18 children in 

Sunday School and/or youth group! Now we have three families with 

two children each for a total of six. 

 

 We really miss out on ministry opportunities if we focus on quantity 

rather than quality. We miss out on ministry opportunities when we 

spend time disappointed with the turnout of an event, rather than 

focusing on the fun and fellowship of the event itself. 

 

 

Continued on page 2. 



P A G E  2     

 

 

Surprise someone on this 

list with a card or phone 

call. You’ll both smile! 
 

8/1 Jacob Nichols-Jensen 

8/3 Fran Furry 

8/3 Raymond Greidanus 

 James Montague 

 Jim Schultz 

8/5 Bryan Haack 

 Lisa Hanson 

8/7 Brock Emden 

 Barbara Scholl 

8/8 Nancy Kittleson 
 Elizabeth Pansegrau 

 River Pentinmaki 

 Gillian Rawling 

8/10 Steve Biedermann 

8/11 Gary Greve 

8/14 Christopher Haack 

 Peggy Haack 

 Eddie Roberson 

8/15 Karen Schultz 

 Rollie Schultz 

8/16 Tyler Danz 

 Karen Jaeschke 

8/17 Allison Ridgely 

8/19 Zachary Greidanus 

8/20 Nancy Gerry 

8/21 Bobbi Burg 

 Jeffrey Gruel 

8/22 Morgan Emden 

 Sue Koberle 

 Claire Meyer 

 Sam Smith 

8/24 Karen Dallman 

8/26 Shawn Quinn 

8/27 Ursula Rung 

8/28 Jessica Helmers 

 Lorelle Micklitz 

8/29 Carolyn McQueen 

 Becky Myers 

8/30 Janet Zingg 

8/31 Andrew Sutcliffe 

Construction on Mineral Point Road 
 

 Dane County has begun rebuilding Mineral Point Road from the 

intersection of Pioneer Road and going west to Pine Bluff. The road 

is closed during construction. For members coming to WMLC from 

the west, you will have to find an alternative route to church. 

Initially the intersection of Mineral Point Road and Pioneer Road 

will be open but it will eventually have to be closed in order to install 

left turn lanes, medians and stop lights. Drivers will still be able to 

get to West Middleton Elementary 

School and Kwik Trip, but otherwise 

the road will be closed. Construction is 

expected to finish in early November, 

weather permitting. Please be sure to 

take this into consideration as you 

attend church this summer. 

-Submitted by Gene Kussart 

Continued from page 1. 

 

 The two children in VBS had an opportunity to say they were not 

coming the next night. They came all five nights! They had fun!  

They were given a complete VBS experience, and they learned a bit 

about God and how God works in the world. Sure, VBS with 50 

children seems more successful and more fun.  But our little group 

had fun and faith and the kids were nurtured, which in my book is 

success! 

 

 As we grow together at WMLC, we will offer opportunities to 

gather together for service, education, faith building, study, 

fellowship, worship, and fun. These opportunities will be offered, and 

I will rejoice with those who decide to join us! 

 

 We are in the business of building faith and relationships.  This 

can happen between two people and among many. As a reminder 

hear Jesus from Mathew 18:20: “For where two or three are gathered 

in my name, I am there among them.”  So, no matter how small we 

think our gathering might be, there is also one more gathered with 

us!  

 

Peace,  

Pastor Connie 
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School Supply Store and Drive 
 

 It is that time of year again! School will be starting soon and the students at West 

Middleton Elementary could use our help. There will be two ways you could help out with 

providing the students with needed school supplies.  
 

1. You can come to the WMLC School Supply Store here at church and purchase  

   items. 

2. You can purchase supplies from the list below while you are out doing your own    

   shopping at Target, WalMart, or other stores and drop the supplies off at church. 
 

 School supplies will be available for purchase after services on Aug. 15, 18, 22, and 25.  

We are focusing on items that were identified as the most needed by the social worker at West 

Middleton Elementary. This is an easy, creative way to help others in our community. If you 

have any questions, please contact Karen Zimmerman by email, ddkzim@charter.net   
 

School Supply List 

 Composition notebooks (wide rule) Notebooks (wide rule) 

 Folders (poly if possible, otherwise paper) 1 inch Binders 

 Scissors Markers 

 Colored pencils Highlighters 

 Backpacks 

 

We Need Your Input! 
 

 The Personnel Committee will be 

reviewing all employees in late August and 

September. If you have any thoughts about 

our employees, please let us know. We want 

to know what you think.  

 

Sharon Lochner:  608-220-5603 

 slloch54@charter.net 

Lindsay Rothering:  608-712-2724 

 timandlinroth@gmail.com 

Ryan Meyer:  608-280-1900 

 rjmeyer2@gmail.com 

Tim Harms:  608-712-9801 

 ttharms@yahoo.com 

Thank You 
 

 The family of Clara Maurer would like to 

extend a special thank you for the kind 

expressions of sympathy at her passing. A 

special thank you to Ann Walser, Nancy 

Kittleson, and all who donated food and 

worked the luncheon. Blessings, Betty Glaaser, 

Tom Maurer, and the Maurer family. 

 

Thank you, Ann Walser, for hosting our 

summer picnic event! The threatened rain held 

off, and we were able to enjoy Ann’s gardens, 

play corn hole (congrats to Chuck Morkri), and 

fellowship with each other. It was a wonderful 

event! -Pauline Kussart and Sarah Wilde 

mailto:ddkzim@charter.net
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A Concert in the Park 
 

 WMLC member Grace Kim will play in the "Concert in the Park" on August 7 at 7:00 p.m. 

at Old Sauk Trails Park (1200 John Q. Hammonds Drive, Madison). This is a summer event for 

the Wisconsin Youth Symphony Orchestra and is hosted by the Gialamas Company. The 

festivities kick off at 5 p.m. with face painting, an ice cream social, and an instrument petting 

zoo. The evening concludes with fireworks immediately following the Youth Orchestra concert. 

Grace will perform the 3rd movement of Saint-Saens' cello concerto no. 1, which she also played 

at the Final Forte competition in March. All WMLC families are invited; the event is free to 

attend. Please bring lawn chairs, blankets, food, drinks, and bug spray.  

 

-Submitted by Mooyoung Kim 

Sunday School Is Just Around the Corner! 
 

 It’s time to start thinking about Sunday School! This year will be a “Luther” year! We will 

be learning the 10 Commandments and other items from the Small Catechism. Our curriculum 

is written by our very own Pastor Connie! 

 

 We will be starting Sunday School after our worship service in the front of the church with 

music and then a story from Pastor Connie. After that, we will head to the classroom for 

activities. There will be a sign up calendar in the Sunday School hallway for an activities leader 

and assistants. Empty nesters and grandparents are encouraged to sign up as an assistant—try 

it at least once this year! Please fill out the attached registration form for any of your children 

age 4 (or older 3’s) through sixth grade and drop it off at the church office. We look forward to 

seeing you at Rally Sunday on September 15, with lessons starting the following 

Sunday, September 22.  

 

-Submitted by Lindsay Rothering and Lorelle Micklitz, Sunday School Coordinators 
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Congratulations, Graduates! 
 

 Congratulations to our 2019 high school graduates! Below is a brief summary of what 

they accomplished in high school and their goals for the future.  We wish them all the best in 

their future plans! 

 

 

 

 Chase Mueller graduated from Middleton High School 

with highest academic honors. While in high school, Chase 

participated in wrestling and band. A highlight of his high 

school career was spending his junior year abroad as an 

exchange student at Spjelkavik Vigeragaende Skole in 

Alesund, Norway. Outside of school, Chase enjoys 

hunting, travel, shooting sports, and basically any outdoor 

activity.  

 

 Chase plans to attend UW-Madison and pursue a 

degree in History or Business. His dream job is to be an 

elected official or work in international politics. Chase’s 

parents are Brad and Stephanie Mueller. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jacob Nichols-Jensen graduated 

from Middleton High School. In high 

school, Jacob was a member of the 

National Honor Society, Chinese Club, 

and played baritone sax. Outside of school, 

Jacob is active in Boy Scout Troop 640, 

and completed his requirements to become 

an Eagle Scout this past year. He enjoys 

reading and camping. 

 

 Jacob plans to attend MATC and 

eventually UW-Madison to pursue a 

degree in History or Philosophy. His 

dream job is to become a lawyer. Jacob’s 

parents are Lance and Gayla Nichols-Jensen. 
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 Elizabeth Pansegrau graduated from Middleton High 

School. While in high school, Elizabeth participated in National 

Honor Society, National Charity League, cross country, and 

track. She was president of the National Charity League and 

captain of the cross country team. Outside of school, Elizabeth 

enjoys beings outside, reading, and being with her friends.  

 

 Elizabeth will be attending UW-Madison this fall. Her 

parents are Kim and Michele Pansegrau. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 Gillian Rawling graduated from Middleton High School 

with honors. In high school she participated in National 

Charity League. Outside of school, Gillian participates in 

figure skating and has been awarded double gold medalist 

standing from US Figure Skating.  

 

 Gillian will be attending UW-Madison. Her dream job is to 

be able to help people or animals in some way. Gillian’s 

parents are Jon and Nicole Rawling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Rachel Roberson graduated from Middleton High School. 

During high school, she was a member of the Jazz Band, Trumpet 

Ensemble, Marching Band, and National Honor Society. She 

received many awards, including the Cardinal Lacrosse Award, 

Major Award, Senior Band Award, and Band Hall of Fame. Rachel 

was a National Trumpet Competition Competitor, Essentially 

Ellington Finalist, and earned the Gilsie Techam Scholarship.  

 

 Rachel will be attending UW-Madison. She plans to major in 

Political Science and potentially add Business as a second major. 

Her dream job is to be an astronaut for NASA or work as a Counter 

Terrorism Analyst for the CIA. She plans to travel and study 

abroad as much as possible and continue playing her trumpet for 

the University Band and UW Pep Band. Rachel’s parents are 

Eddie and Kim Roberson. 
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Troop 640 Update 

 
 The Troop headed off to Boy Scout Camp in Rhinelander, 

WI, for a week full of time outdoors and enjoying the beauty 

of northern Wisconsin. The older scouts enjoyed time 

mountain biking, climbing, and spending a day on the ropes 

course. Younger scouts learned how to kayak & sail, while 

spending as much time as possible being outdoors. The older 

scouts helped teach the younger scouts some of the 

Tenderfoot and First Class requirements; what a great lesson 

of mentorship the boys portrayed at camp this year! 

 

 Gabe, Ben and Gavin could be renamed “Larry, Curly and Moe.” Will can start at the back 

of the dinner line with our Troop, but arrive food-in-hand at our table before nine-tenths of the 

dining hall is seated. Alex W. has been a leader to aspire to, and Alex S. has a heck of a chorus 

line kick. Ian could eat potatoes for an Olympic sport. Of course, our biggest kid, Kurt, has been 

having fun connecting with old scouting friends. Next year the Troop will be off to Castle Rock 

to explore and take on many new adventures. 
  

-Submitted by Heather Bogner 

 

 Troops 640’s next adventure will take them across the country to 

New Mexico where they will endure an 85-mile backpacking trek on the 

Philmont Scout Ranch. The Scouts have been preparing for this trek by 

going on training hikes together. The group recently had a shakedown at 

Devil’s Lake where they got into the nitty gritty of backpacking; the first 

night was a relaxing time at the beach. Once they returned from their 

time swimming, they decided to cook their meal. The cooking method 

turned out to be quite dangerous but all was well. As their departure 

draws closer, the boys are getting excited and nervous and are all 

preparing in their own way. We are all hoping the trek will be what we 

expected and more. We are looking forward to the trip and we hope you stay tuned to hear 

about our latest adventures in New Mexico. 

 

-Submitted by Ian Bogner 

Jacob Nichols-Jensen and his parents,  

Lance and Gayla, take great pride in 

announcing that Jacob, through 

hard work determination, has 

received the rank of Eagle Scout. 

Please join us for his Court of Honor on 

Sunday, August 25, from 1-3 p.m. with 

refreshments to follow. 

Please join us on Tuesday, August 27,  

from 5-7 p.m. for Chase Mueller’s 

Court of Honor as Chase and fellow 

Scout Mark Smink receive the 

rank of Eagle Scout. Chase’s 

parents are Brad and Stephanie 

Mueller.  

You Are Invited! 
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We report the news, but YOU make it!  

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE: 

August 15, 2019 
 

Editor and Copy Editor: 

Rebecca Carlson 

Charlotte Johnston 
 

For a full color version, please visit 

our website: www.wmlchurch.org 

August 5 

Bros, Beer, and the Bible 

 

August 7 & 14 

Quilters 

 

August 19 

Women, Wine, and the Word 

 

September 2 

Labor Day 

Church Office Closed 

 

Weekly services 

 Thursday at 6 p.m. 

 Sunday at 9 a.m. 

 

Sunday School 

Resumes in the fall. 

 


