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Christianity in a Complex World 
 

 I’ve been asked many times lately about the Christian church; 

especially about what it supports, what it rejects, and how can it seem to 

be on all sides of every issue confronting our lives today. The easiest 

answer is that people in many different situations interpret the Bible 

differently. We all receive every piece of information that comes to us 

through a lens of our personal history, cultural background, moral 

framework, and our chosen sources of information. It means that there 

is a wide variety of ways to read the Bible. That may be true, but it 

leaves open the real possibility of a relativistic framework which accepts 

every opinion as equally valid. I doubt that’s what Christ had in mind in 

establishing the church on earth. 
 

 In reading the gospels, we hear Christ respond to questions that can 

give us some more solid direction. He instructed us to “Love the Lord, 

your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind, 

and with all your strength” and to “Love your neighbor as yourself.” He 

instructed us to love one another as he has loved us. He highlighted the 

commandment to “do to others as you would have them do to you.” That 

alone gives us the ability to reject the facile, “christian” faith 

perspectives of the white supremacists/alt-right movement. Faith 

perspectives that are based in anger and hatred, like that of the 

Westboro Baptist Church (which protests military funerals to espouse 

their rage against the LGBTQ community) are equally rejected. 

Historical events like the Crusades, the Spanish Inquisition, acceptance 

of Nazism by German Christians, and hundreds of other events 

demonstrate that Christianity has failed time and time again. But those 

are the easy examples. 
 

 There is a model of Christian life that is found in our Bible; a 

Christian approach to a complex society. It is, simply, service. Christ 

wrapped a towel around himself and washed his disciples’ feet to 

provide the example. Christian life is always lived out in service to 

others. Service is the most faithful witness to Christ’s life, death, and 

resurrection. If what we see around us is focused in loving service, in 

caring, in respect, and in seeking the best for others, then we are likely 

seeing real faith lived out. 
 

May the peace of God be with you, 

Pastor Ted Lindquist 
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December/January 

 Birthdays 

12/1 Carol Shanley 

 Todd Smith 

12/3 Sandra Beckwith 

 Emmett Hanson 

12/4 Kjersten Hayes 

12/6 Willard Nichol 

12/7 Carson Lyons 

12/9 Marilyn Lokken 

 Tom Odgren 

12/11 Dustin Jaloszynski 

12/12 Joy Berger 

12/13 David Zimmerman 

12/14 Larry Williamson 

12/18 James Griswold 

12/21 Kathy Andersen 

12/28 Betty Krause 

 Tanner Kussart 

12/29 Rick Wilde 

12/30 Eric Andersen 

 Charlotte Johnston 

12/31 Michael Stenklyft 

1/1 Lindsay Gilge 

 Barb Hanson 

1/2 Thomas Sutcliffe 

 Seth Wilson 

1/3 Chris Kidd 

1/4 Jane Hyer 

1/6 James Olson 

1/7 Jessica Seeland 

1/8 Cody Kempf 

 Morgan Kempf 

1/9 Erik Hanson 

1/12 Bev Hofer 

 Clara Maurer 

1/13 Nicole Sachse 

1/14 Cole Peterson 

1/16 Matthew Helmers 

1/17 Karin Smylie 

1/18 Stephanie Mueller 

 Daniel Zimmerman 

1/21 Steve Zenk 

1/22 Trevor Zenk 

1/26 Jeff Hanson 

 LeAnn Seeland 

 Rudy Stucki 

1/27 Jordan Zenk 

1/28 Ted Lindquist 

 Tim Rothering 

1/29 Lauren Wood 

1/30 Danielle Beckwith 

1/31 Susan Dahlk 

Advent and Christmas Activities 
 

 As the Advent season approaches, we 

have a number of ways you can celebrate 

the birth of Christ! Be sure to attend our 

weekend worship services or volunteer to 

prepare the church for Christmas. We also 

have some great family and youth events 

scheduled!  
 

 Saturday, November 26, 9 a.m.: Help decorate the church for 

 the start of Advent. Sign up on the kiosk in the narthex. 

 Saturday, December 3, 9 a.m.: Decorate the tree and set up 

 the crèche.  

 Sunday, December 11, 10:30 a.m.: Celebrate the third 

 Sunday of Advent with the children’s Christmas Program 

 during our 10:30 a.m. service  

 Sunday, December 11, between services: High School 

 Fundraiser—holiday bake sale. Help send our youth to  

 Martin, SD this summer! 

 Wednesday, December 21, 7 p.m.: Eleventh Annual Barn 

 Service in the Griswold’s barn. See article below for details. 

 Thursday, December 22, 9 a.m.: Set up poinsettias and 

 prepare for Christmas Eve.  

 Thursday, December 24, 4 and 6 p.m.: Christmas Eve 

 Services 

 Sunday, December 25, 9:30 a.m.: Christmas Day Service 

 Monday, December 26, 9 a.m.: Clean up chairs and décor 

 from Christmas Eve. 

 Wednesday, January 11, 7 p.m.: Take down tree with the 

 confirmation class. 

Away in a Manger... 
 

Please join us on Wednesday,  

December 21 at 7 p.m. for our  

eleventh annual Barn Service.  
 

We’ll be worshipping in  

Tim & Jane Griswold’s barn,  

9244 County Road KP, Black Earth. 
 

Dress warmly and bring  

a friend! If you can bring a  

dessert, paper plates or napkins,  

please sign up on the kiosk in  

the narthex. 

The church office 

will be closed 

December 26 in 

observance of  

Christmas and 

January 2 in  

observance of 

New Year’s Day.   

Have a blessed 

Christmas season! 
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News from Ruth Circle 
 

 Thank you to all the members who donated to our Fall Fund Drive. Thanks to your 

generosity, we raised $1,280. Ruth Circle is holding a meeting between services on Sunday, 

December 4 where we will decide how to allocate the Ruth Circle money for the coming year. 

All women of the church are invited. We hope to see you at the meeting on December 4. Bring 

your coffee and join us in the room right off the Fireside Room.  

 

-Ann Walser for Ruth Circle 

The Annual Meeting Scheduled 

 

 The annual congregational meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 22 immediately 

following the church service. We will have one service at 9:30 a.m. that day to make it easier for 

everyone to attend the meeting. Please mark your calendar and plan to attend. If you have any 

questions, please contact Eddie Roberson, Council President, or any other Council member. The 

agenda and full report will be available in mid-January.  
 

 If you are a committee chair, please remember to turn in your report to the church 

office by January 5! If you do it early, you won’t have to think about it over Christmas! 

Polycrystals, Flakes, and Snirt  
 Whatever you want to call it, you know it’s on the way and soon . . . SNOW! Snow Angels 

& Brigadiers are needed to keep our church a safe place by keeping the sidewalks clear of 

snow. If you can help, please sign up on the kiosk for a week as a Snow Angel or sign up to join 

our Snow Shoveler’s Brigade. Those who sign up to help with the Brigade will be called to assist 

the Snow Angels if more than 1.5 inches of snow falls. We have a snow blower to help with 

larger snowfalls.  

 We would like to have more people share the work this year, so we’re 

inviting people to volunteer now. Please sign up on the kiosk. Remember, 

it’s God’s work, but our shovels! (Polycrystals are several snowflakes that 

fuse into one massive flake, snirt is the term for snow mixed with dirt, and 

flakes, well, they can be found indoors or out!)  

-The Infrastructure Committee  

Curl Up with a Good Book! 
 

 The West Middleton Lutheran Book Club will have their Christmas 

meeting on Tuesday, December 13 at 1 p.m. We will meet at the home of 

Ann Walser. We will be discussing Dogs of Christmas by W. Bruce Cameron. 

This is a feel-good story about puppies and romance and it even has a 

surprise ending! Our January meeting will take place on Tuesday, January 

10 at Betty Glaaser’s home. We will select our book at the December 

meeting. If you have any questions, please contact Betty Glaaser, or join us 

in December or January! 
 

-Submitted by Betty Glaaser 
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Newly Confirmed! 
 

 On Sunday, October 30, four of our baptized members took the next step in their faith 

journey by becoming confirmed members of our church family. Congratulations to Emma 

Kostecki, Kate Patterson, Brett Peterson, and Sydney Smith. Congratulations also to Jimmy  

Chen, who was confirmed at the end of August before leaving for school. We pray that God will 

bless you as you continue to live out your faith! 

Euchre Club 
 

 The next Euchre Club meeting is Tuesday, 

December 6 at 6:30 p.m. We had a lively group 

come out for our first meeting. It was great to 

see beginner players being coached by some 

obvious professionals! Soda 

and water will be provided; 

feel free to bring your 

favorite party snack! 

Contact Jane Hyer with 

questions. 

 

-Submitted by Jane Hyer 

How Can You Help Us minister? 
 

 If you know of anyone who is in need of a call or visit from Pastor Ted, please contact the 

church office. It can be a member you haven’t seen in services recently, someone who was or is 

in the hospital, or someone who just needs help. We keep your information confidential. Help 

us minister to those in need!  

Photography Group 
 

 The next photography group meeting is 

Tuesday, November 29 at 6:30 p.m. We will 

be meeting in the youth room. Please contact 

Warren Myers with any questions. 



P A G E  5     

 

V O L U M E  1 7 ,  I S S U E  1 1  

Our Youth are Getting into the Holiday Spirit! 
 

 With the holiday season quickly approaching, the youth of West Middleton Lutheran 

Church have a busy few months ahead of them!  
 

 I am looking forward to scheduling some fun events for our elementary students and their 

families. I hope we will get some snow (I never thought that I would say that!) so that we can 

plan a family sledding and hot chocolate outing in December or January. I’ll send out more 

information once we have a date and location. 
 

 In early November, our Confirmation kids went to Confirmation Extravaganza at Bethel 

Lutheran Church. They had the opportunity to connect with other Lutheran youth from all 

over Madison, as well as attend a church service where they got to hear our Bishop, Mary 

Froiland, give a great sermon. On November 12 our Confirmation kids worked tirelessly to 

redecorate our youth room—come check it out! As we look ahead, we have a lock-in scheduled 

for December 2-3. We will be volunteering with Middleton Outreach Ministry’s Sharing 

Christmas by delivering Christmas presents to needy families. 
 

 I want to congratulate Emma Kostecki, Kate Patterson, Brett Peterson, and Sydney 

Smith on their Confirmation on October 30. We look forward to seeing how your faith grows 

in the years to come!  
 

 The high school youth and I are in the process of planning our 2017 mission trip to 

Martin, South Dakota for the week of June 18-23. We will spend the week doing work 

projects and working on kids’ programming in the community. We had our first planning 

session on November 12 at Ultrazone Laser Tag. In between laser tag games, we talked about 

trip details and fundraising opportunities. 
 

 Speaking of fundraising, we will be hosting a bake sale on Sunday, December 11! All 

proceeds will go toward funding the youth’s mission trip expenses. In addition to the bake 

sale, we will be hosting a Scandinavian Dinner sometime in early February. Be sure to watch 

for that date in the ePioneer!  

Blessings, 

Bailey Green 

Director of Youth & 

Family Ministries 

youth@wmlchurch.org 

Confirmation kids had fun 

painting the youth room. 

Middle and high school students had a great time 

playing laser tag in November. 
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Children’s Christmas Program on December 11 

 

Sunday School News: 
 

 Our Sunday School children have been busy! We’ve talked about 

prayer in our classes and decorated special prayer rocks. The rocks 

serve as a reminder for the children to take time to pray. The 

younger children learned the story of Jonah and the Whale. We’re 

also well on our way to raising $100 for the Middleton Outreach 

Ministry food pantry by the end of December. 
 

 Practice for our annual Christmas pageant is underway. If you 

listen, you may just be able to hear some Christmas carols coming 

from the Koinonia Room between services! If your children have 

musical talents (singing, playing an instrument) that they would like to share with the 

congregation during the pageant, please contact Cheryl Gilge. 
 

Key Dates: 
 

 Sunday, November 27: Song and play practice for children with speaking parts  

 (grades 3-6) begins at 9:40 a.m. Our youngest children will work on Christmas crafts 

 during class time. 

 Sunday, December 4: Christmas Pageant practice for all grades, beginning at  

 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary immediately following the first service. We’ll wrap up 

 practice early to allow time for the children to decorate their very own tree with 

 handmade ornaments and decorations. 

 Saturday, December 10: Christmas Pageant Dress Rehearsal 9-10:30 a.m. for  

 grades 1-6. Parents should stay for the first 10 minutes to help their children into 

 their costumes.  Parents should also come back at 10:20 a.m. to help their children 

 hang up their costumes so they are ready for Sunday.  

 Sunday, December 11: Children’s Christmas Pageant during the 10:30 worship 

 service. Children should arrive by 10 a.m. for final preparations, including dressing 

 in costumes.  
 

Regular Sunday School classes will resume in January. Merry Christmas! 
 

-Submitted by Cheryl Gilge and  

Monica Jaloszynski 

 

Sunday School students made prayer rocks to 

remind them to pray. 
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Boy Scout Troop 640 Update 

 

 Troop 640 has been busy this fall volunteering at Iron Man, Pheasant Branch Conservancy 

planting seeds, and cleaning up Mineral Point Road that they maintain both in the fall and 

spring. Mark Hutson is working towards his Eagle, and the troop spent an afternoon at Good 

Shepherd Lutheran Church building benches. These benches will be used around the fire pit 

that is used throughout the year for worship and gathering time for the youth groups. Way to 

go, Mark! 
 

-Submitted by Heather Bogner 

 

 The first week of November Boy Scout Troop 640 went on a rocket outing at Camp Indian 

Trails in Janesville. On Tuesday, October 25, the troop got together to eat pizza and build 

rockets. Each scout who went on the outing made his own rocket to shoot off at the two-night 

outing in Janesville. While the rockets were not that big, the scouts shot them off at heights of  

500 feet! 
 

 Camp Indian Trails is a favorite camping spot for the scouts. A dam is being built in the 

valley there, and the scouts love to run around in the muddy valley. Camp Indian Trails is 

located right along the beautiful Rock River where the troop is considering doing a spring 

canoe outing in 2017. 
 

-Submitted by Alex Seaborg 

Above: Members of Troop 640 helped Mark Huston work 

on an Eagle Scout project. 
 

Right: Members of Troop 640 cleaning up Mineral Point 

Road. 

Scouts watch their handmade rockets launch. Members of Troop 640’s rocket building group. 
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December 7 & 21, January 4 & 18 

Quilters 

 

December 11 

Children’s Christmas Program 

 

December 21 

Barn Service 

 

December 25 

Worship (9:30 a.m.) 

 

December 26, January 2 

Church Office Closed 

 

January 1 

Worship (9:30 a.m.) 

 

January 16 

Newsletter Deadline 

 

January 22 

Annual Meeting 

December 16: 

Barn Service, 7 p.m. 

 

December 24: 

Christmas Eve Service, 

4 & 6 p.m. 

 

Weekly services: Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 

and Sunday at 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 


