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It is our Duty and our Joy 
 

 At every worship service, right before the Words of Institution in the 

communion liturgy, is something called “The Preface.”  The Preface is an 

introduction to our communion worship and changes by season, but it 

always begins the same way: “It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…” 

This brief opening is intended to say something about worship in 

general and Holy Communion in particular. 
 

 We understand what duty means, but do we connect it to our lives in 

terms of worship? The essence of the Preface is to remind ourselves that 

worship is a duty—especially in the sense of being a calling,  

a responsibility. It calls to us, reminding us that celebration of the Last 

Supper is not an optional event in our lives, but it is intended to be 

something that brings life to our very being. 
 

 Lutherans don’t generally like to connect such ideas as “obligation” 

to our lives of faith, but historically – as recently as the past decades – 

we understood regular worship to be the responsibility of every 

committed Christian. That essential piece of our life in Christ is being 

lost in our world and in our community. I don’t really know why it’s 

slipping away, but I have a concern that it is because we forget to bring 

the second ingredient of the Preface: Joy. 
 

 Joy is essential to worship. What we have may be misconstrued. It is  

not something we go to church to be given, but it is something we bring 

to worship to share. If we only bring our sense of duty to the pews, or if 

we are simply attending due to an interior sense of guilt, we miss what 

worship is about. 
 

 When we bring our Joy to worship, it is contagious. We rediscover 

why we talk about “celebrating communion.” Joy is what our faith is 

about: joy that we have been created in the image of a loving God, joy 

that we are charged with the care of this world, joy that Christ was sent 

into this world bringing new life, joy that the Holy Spirit has come to us, 

and joy that we have been given the church – a place to share our joy 

with others.    

Bring your Joy each weekend. 
 

May the peace of God be with you, 

Pastor Ted Lindquist 
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February/March 

 Birthdays 
 

2/2 Kathy Boelter 

2/5 Lucas Sutcliffe 

2/7 Sarah Wilde 

2/8 Dee Lunda 

 Josh Stormer 

2/9 Kevin Micklitz 

2/12 Adam Hanson 

 Alec Johnson 

2/13 Tim Harms 

2/16 Nicole Rawling 

2/19 Jim Dahlk 

2/20 Ben Klancnik 

2/21 Beth Stenklyft 

2/24 Sue Gmur 

2/25 Kale Johnson 

 Alison Moe 

2/29 Betty Glaaser 

3/3 Kylie Mueller 

3/4 Julie Sutcliffe 

3/7 Kathleen Kussart 

 Madeline Sachse 

3/9 Mae Hartwig 

 Gayla Nichols-Jensen 

 Margaret Patterson 

3/11 Brenda Ferrier 

3/12 Lori Wood 

3/13 Jackie Andersen 

 Shannon Meyer 

3/14 Carolyn Ridgely 

 Tom Scheider 

3/15 Sara Griswold 

3/16 Eric Ellestad 

3/20 Roger Rathfelder 

 John Ridgely 

3/21 Jerry Geurts 

 Angela Hanson 

3/22 Jeff Berger 

 Abbi Nichols-Jensen 

3/24 John Peterson 

3/25 Jill Bradshaw 

3/26 Everett Piller 

3/27 John Andersen 

 Barb Geurts 

 Max Seeland 

 Katie Stormer 

3/28 Dan Scheider 

3/29 Travis Danz 

3/29 Ardith Lawson 

 Colleen Zenk 

Lenten Dinners  
 

 Please join us for our Lenten dinners, which start at 5:45 p.m. 

each Wednesday. Each week, a different group in the church will 

prepare and serve a meal to those attending. It is a wonderful 

chance for fellowship and reflection as we enter the Lenten season. 

Here is the schedule for the first two dinners:  

 

 March 8:  Confirmation Youth    

 March 15: High School Mission Trip Youth 

 

 Groups scheduled for March 22, 

March 29, and April 5 will be 

announced at a later date. We thank 

all our volunteers for donating their 

time and creativity! 

 
 

 

 This year, our Lenten services will feature a different local 

pastor each week. This unique opportunity will help us look at 

Lent through different eyes. Please join us for services on the 

following Wednesdays: 
 

 March 1:  Ash Wednesday with Pastor Ted Lindquist  

 March 8:  Lenten Service with Pastor Jeff Jacobs    

 March 15: Lenten Service with Pastor Kirsten Curtis 

 March 22: Lenten Service with Pastor John Twiton 

 March 29: Lenten Service with Pastor Ted Lindquist 

 April 5:  Lenten Service with Pastor Barry Hoerz 
 

All services are Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.  

Worship Assistant Update 
 

 Starting in January, Jill Bradshaw and Kris Patterson have 

taken over Worship Assistant scheduling duties. You can contact 

them at wmlchurch.worship.assistant@gmail.com with any 

questions or to volunteer as a worship assistant. This group of 

people helps our weekend services run smoothly. You can serve as a 

lector, assisting minister, greeter, audio/visual tech, usher, greeter, 

or fellowship provider. Take advantage of this easy way to serve our 

church! 
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Annual Meeting Update 
 

 The Annual Meeting of the Congregation took place on January 22, 2017 following the 

worship service. New council volunteers Jessica Helmers, Stephanie Mueller, and Scott 

Schullo were approved to serve a three-year term. We thank outgoing council members 

Bryan Haack, Nicole Rawling, and Eddie Roberson. 

 

Meeting highlights:  

 

 The 2017 proposed budget was approved by vote of the congregation. The budget 

 anticipates a reduction in income, mostly due to the uncertainty associated with 

 planning for pledge money.  There was much discussion on ways to increase giving 

 and cut more expenses, although it was noted that there were not many additional 

 expenses that could be cut while still maintaining our church and services.   

 Pastor Ted challenged WMLC to be a mission-oriented church. The church 

 council will review these principles and how they relate to and might benefit our 

 church.   

 Pastor Ted introduced a proposal for a columbarium at WMLC. Columbaria are used 

 as a repository for cremated remains. The committee has been tasked with creating 

 an official proposal, which will be presented at a later date.  

 Table of Joy was introduced as a ministry opportunity for WMLC. It is an opportunity 

 for us to feed the hungry and spread the gospel at the same time. Council asked for a 

 volunteer to further investigate this mission; Gayla Nichols-Jensen volunteered to 

 assist in moving the idea forward, and will report to the Church Council at their 

 February meeting. This opportunity has also been referred to the Human Concerns 

 committee. 

 

New council elected positions and assignments: 

 

 Todd Smith, President and Personnel committee 

 Jane Hyer, Vice President and Fellowship & Outreach committee 

 Jerry Geurts, Secretary  

 Jim Andersen, Financial Secretary and Memorial & Gifts committee 

 Stephanie Mueller, Treasurer 

 Jane Griswold, Worship & Music committee 

 Scott Schullo, Infrastructure committee 

 Michele Pansegrau, Human Concerns committee 

 Jessica Helmers, Christian Development committee 

 

Daylight Savings Time begins March 12! 

Don’t forget to “spring forward” one hour—

otherwise you’ll miss all the fun at church! 
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 With the holiday season behind us, our high school youth are gearing up to do more 

fundraising for our mission trip to South Dakota this summer! We will host a Scandinavian 

Dinner sometime in early March, so watch for that date in the ePioneer. Additionally, we 

hope to schedule a few Culver’s fundraiser nights! If you like Culver’s, then please come out 

to the Culver’s on Mineral Point Road and support our youth. I will make those dates 

available as soon as possible.  

 

 Confirmation classes have started again, and we are hopeful that the weather will remain 

cooperative so that we will not have to cancel any more classes. The Confirmation youth will 

be putting finishing touches on our youth room in February, and we will also be working to 

set up the new children’s area in the sanctuary. Parents should watch for a handout 

regarding the Confirmation retreat that will take place in April. I am working on finalizing 

those details with Lutherdale.  

 

 In December, the elementary youth had a great time decorating their own Christmas 

tree, performing in the Christmas pageant, and enjoying their hot chocolate bar! I am looking 

forward to scheduling a fun Valentine’s Day event for the elementary youth that will take 

place during the Sunday School hour. Watch for a handout about that in the coming weeks! 

 

-Submitted by Bailey Green 

Sunday School News 
 

 Happy 2017! As we start the new year, we will discuss offering options and continue to 

learn about God and basic Bible stories. Parents, please make note of the following dates: 

 

February 12: Valentine project day 

March 26 and April 2: No class; spring break  

April 9: Easter Eggstravaganza with our annual Easter egg hunt! 

April 16: No class; Easter Sunday 

May 7: End of year celebration 

 

-Submitted by Cheryl Gilge 



P A G E  5     

 

V O L U M E  1 8 ,  I S S U E  1  

Help Us Minister to Those in Need! 
 

 If you know of anyone who is in need of a call or visit from Pastor Ted, please contact the 

church office. It can be a member you haven’t seen in services recently, someone who was or is 

in the hospital, or someone who just needs help. We keep your information confidential.  

The Gospel of Luke 
 

 We are reading our way through the gospel of Luke on Sunday 

mornings. From the middle of December to the end of April, we 

will read continuing “installments” of this book. Here are a few 

interesting facts about this gospel. 

 

 Each of the four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) 

present the story of Jesus in a different way. Think of them as 

four painters painting the same sunset. Each are inspired by the 

beauty of the event, but they capture it in very personal ways. It’s 

the same with each of the gospel writers. Each has a different 

structure, different themes, and they portray the person of Jesus in their own unique way. In 

Luke, Jesus is compassionate, a friend to outcasts. Tied to the history of Israel, Jesus is sent to 

seek and save the lost. 

 

 Luke’s author is anonymous. The book does not indicate who wrote it or where and when it 

was written. Early tradition ties the book to a physician and companion of Paul. The book of 

Acts, the fifth book in the New Testament, is the second volume of this author’s writings. 

 

 Literary analysis tells us that the author of Luke had the Gospel of Mark (the oldest of the 

gospels) available when he wrote. He also had an unknown, never-discovered book of Jesus’ 

teachings. It is known today only as the “Q source.” Some of the material in Luke is his own 

and not found in the other gospels. For instance, the narrative of Jesus’ birth has no parallel in 

the other gospels. 

 

 Luke was probably written somewhere near 85 A.D., about 50 years after Jesus’ death and 

resurrection. The author appears to have knowledge of the destruction of Israel in  

70 A.D. He was probably not Jewish, but he was knowledgeable in the Old Testament, Jewish 

practices, and institutions. Luke divides Jesus’ ministry into three parts: the ministry in 

Galilee, the journey to Jerusalem, and the ministry in Jerusalem leading up to his death and 

resurrection. 

 

 Luke focuses on the question of Jesus’ identity. People around Jesus frequently ask 

questions like, “Who is this…” or “Are you the one…” That question is pushed to make the 

power of the resurrection story even more potent: “Yes, he is!” Listen each week for Luke’s 

themes of God’s redemptive purpose, the salvation of all, the blessings of poverty and dangers of 

wealth, and the role of a disciple. 

 

-Submitted by Pastor Ted Lindquist 
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Are you a Thrivent Member?  
 

You can designate your Thrivent Choice® dollars to 

West Middleton Lutheran Church. 
 

 Thrivent Financial is a Fortune 500 not-for-profit fraternal benefit society. Thrivent offers a 

broad range of products and services—including life insurance, annuities and mutual funds—

along with guidance from financial representatives. Thrivent Financial helps members use 

their money wisely and live generously. Since 2010, Thrivent has provided $300 million to help 

churches, educational institutions and other nonprofit organizations through the Thrivent 

Choice® charitable grant program. 
 

 The Thrivent Choice® program gives eligible members an opportunity to recommend where 

Thrivent distributes some of its charitable outreach funds each year. West Middleton Lutheran 

Church members who are also Thrivent Members can direct their Thrivent Choice Dollars® to 

West Middleton Lutheran Church.  
 

 In the coming weeks, Thrivent members will receive information from Thrivent about 

designating their Thrivent Choice Dollars®. You can do this online by visiting  

thrivent.com/thriventchoice, or by calling 1-800-847-4836. Please have your nine-digit Thrivent 

Member Identification Number or contract number available. We encourage you to designate 

your Thrivent Financial Dollars to West Middleton Lutheran Church. 
 

 If you are a Thrivent member, please let Pastor Ted know. Thrivent has other member 

benefits that can be used to help support ministry at West Middleton Lutheran Church. The 

more Thrivent members we have, the more benefits the church can receive.  
 

-Submitted by Sonya Lindquist 

Fair Trade Chocolate and Coffee 
 

 The Human Concerns committee will sell Fair Trade Chocolate candy bars and 

Fair Trade Coffee on Sundays in February. This is NOT a fund raiser; this is an 

opportunity for West Middleton Lutheran Church members to purchase Fair Trade 

Chocolate and Coffee that is available through SERRV. This is one of several 

projects that help small scale farmers. When we purchase these Fair Trade items, 

we are linking with Christians throughout the world as they work to help  

small-scale farmers all over the world.  
 

 Fair Trade is an approach to selling that guarantees small-scale farmers a fair minimum 

wage for their crop. Growers then are able to reinvest in their farms, their families and their 

communities. Because of this reinvestment, more farmers are able to improve their growing 

techniques, more children from these families are able to go to school, and more communities 

have access to clean water or better health care. Fair Trade starts with better prices for 

small-scale farmers and results in better lives for whole 

communities. 

 

-Submitted by Sonya Lindquist 

thrivent.com/thriventchoice
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Mark Your Calendar 

for First Communion! 

 

 This year’s First 

Communion class will be 

held on Saturday,  

April 22 from 9:30 a.m. to 

11:30 a.m.  

 

 Our First Communion worship service 

will be Sunday, April 23 at the 10:30 a.m. 

service.  
 

 First Communion classes are open to 

children in third and fourth grade as well 

as others who were unable to attend 

previous classes. Please contact Pastor Ted 

with any questions.  
 

-Submitted by Pastor Ted Lindquist 

WMLC Easter Flowers and Gifts for World Hunger 2017 Order Form  
   

Easter lilies are available to order for decorating the sanctuary on Easter Sunday.  

You also have the option of giving a gift to the ELCA Hunger Appeal or you can do both. Thank you! 

  

YOUR LILY ORDER MUST BE PLACED BY SUNDAY, MARCH 26.  

HUNGER APPEAL DONATIONS CAN BE MADE THROUGH EASTER SUNDAY. 

PLEASE INCLUDE THIS FORM WITH YOUR PAYMENT. 
   

Name ____________________________________________________Phone: _____________________________ 

 

I would like to order __________ plant(s) at $10.00 each.   

In Memory of ___________________________________________________________  

In Honor of _____________________________________________________________ 

To the Glory of God ____ 

 

I wish to contribute $__________ to the ELCA Hunger Appeal 

In Memory of ___________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of _____________________________________________________________ 

To the Glory of God ___ 

 

Total Amount Paid:   $____________________ 

Can You Help our 

Quilters? 

 

 Our WMLC quilters 

are looking for flat 

sheets of all sizes to 

make backing for their 

quilts. You can bring 

your donations to the 

church office or place 

them in the designated basket in the 

narthex. Our quilting group meets on the 

first and third Wednesdays of the month 

in the Fireside Room at noon. If you are 

interested in joining, or if you have any 

questions, please contact Shirley Yahr. 

 

-Submitted by Shirley Yahr 
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We report the news, but YOU make it!  
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Editor and Copy Editor: 

Rebecca Carlson 

Charlotte Johnston 
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website: www.wmlchurch.org 

February 1 & 15 

Quilters 

 

February 8 

Bridge Group 

 

February 14 

Book Club 

 

March 1 

Ash Wednesday 

 

March 1 & 15 

Quilters 

 

March 8, 15, 22, 29 

Lenten Dinner 

Lenten Service 

 

March 14 

Book Club 

Euchre Club 

Saturday 

5:30 p.m. Worship 
 

Sunday 

8:30 a.m. Worship 

10:30 a.m. Worship 

9:30 a.m. Fellowship 

9:40 a.m. Sunday School 
 

Wednesday Lenten services  

start March 1. 


