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A Month of Thankfulness 
 

 On the 14th of October, a memory came up on my Facebook page 

which read: “Thank you West Middleton Lutheran Church for the warm 

welcome!”  

 

 Can you believe that I have been here for a year? I think time has 

really flown along! 

 

 I continue to be thankful for all of you and the grace that you have 

extended to me during this past year. This has gotten me thinking about 

gratitude (or thankfulness).  

 

 Thanksgiving will soon be here and that is a day set aside to offer 

thanks for all that we have been given. But I was thinking that one day 

is just not enough. How about if we make November Thankfulness (or 

Gratitude) Month? 

 

 In this newsletter is a calendar that Rebecca and I created to help 

you discover all the things that you are thankful for. You are welcome to 

use this as a guide or to create your own way of being thankful during 

November. 

 

 I used to keep a gratitude journal. When I looked back on what I 

wrote every few months, I was humbled with all the wonderful gifts I 

had been given.  Thankfulness is good and not something to be reserved 

for just one day. 

 

 So, look inside, grab a pen, and get ready for a November of 

surprising gifts and grace! 

 

 Thank you all again for all your kind words at the passing of my 

father.  Your care and concern has meant much to me and my family.  

 

God’s Peace, 

Pastor Connie 
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Surprise someone on this 

list with a card or phone 

call. You’ll both smile! 
 

11/1 Fred Kempfer 

11/2 Riley Harms 

11/3 Gene Kussart 

 Nina Smithback 

11/5 Charles Sutcliffe 

11/7 Will Schmitt 

11/9 Scott Kramer 

11/10 Monica Jaloszynski 

11/11 Sue Kislia 

 Kim Roberson 

11/12 Mickey Biedermann 

 Millard Johnson 

11/16 Brooks Hanson 

11/17 Joan Montague 

11/18 Sue Fritz 

11/21 Emma Kostecki 

11/22 Greta Crawley 

 Donna Nelson 
11/23 Meredith Pansegrau 

11/26 Julie Kostecki 

11/29 Jacob Sachse 

 Weston Schmitt 

 William Smalley 

Opportunities Abound! 

 

 The Altar Guild is happy to announce several opportunities to 

help decorate the sanctuary for the upcoming holiday season. Add 

these dates to your calendar and join us! 

 

 Saturday, November 9, at 9 a.m.—set up Fall decorations, 

pumpkins, mums, and cornstalks in anticipation of Thanksgiving 

service on November 28. 

 

 Saturday, November 30, at 9 a.m.—take down autumn 

decorations and  put up Advent wreaths, blue banners and 

cloths. 

 

 Saturday, December 7, at 9 a.m.—help set up and decorate 

the tree and set up the Crèche. 

 

 Wednesday, December 18, at 7 p.m.—The Annual Barn 

Service at the Griswold’s Farm.  

 

 Sunday, December 22, after services—set up poinsettias and 

change over to gold ornaments and cloths. 

 

 Friday, December 27, at 9 a.m.—help to put away the extra 

chairs, furniture, and tidy up! 

 

 Wednesday, January 8, at 7 p.m.—Confirmation classes and 

chaperones take down tree, put away ornaments and, of course, 

tidy up! 

 

 Please consider joining us to celebrate the holidays by helping to 

decorate your church. It is fun and a great way to get in the mood. 

See you there! 

 

-Submitted by Carolyn Ridgely 

 Please join us for our annual Thanksgiving Day 

worship service on Thursday, November 28, at 9 a.m. 

Take some time on this day of thankfulness to celebrate 

all God has given us! 

The church office will 

be closed Thursday, 

November 28, in 

observance of 

Thanksgiving. 
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Triangle Ministry Dinner 

On November 11 
 

 Save the Date! The Next Triangle 

Ministry Dinner is Monday, November 11. 

We will serve and eat a meal with the 

residents of the Brittingham Apartments 

from 4 -6 p.m. We need members to serve and 

donate food. Look for a sign up sheet on the 

kiosk with opportunities to help with this 

wonderful event. Contact Liz Odgren or Ann 

Walser with questions, or talk with any of 

our members who attended our last dinner 

for Triangle Ministry! 

How Are We Doing? 

 

 The Personnel Committee recently completed their annual reviews of the staff at West 

Middleton Lutheran. In reviewing Pastor Connie’s job description, we discovered that the 

Letter of Call contains not just the pastor’s responsibilities but the congregation’s! Just as 

Pastor Connie was called to serve WMLC, we the members of WMLC are also called to 

encourage and support our pastor’s ministry in the following ways:  
 

1. Pray every day for the Pastor and for God’s guidance on their journey. 

2. Connect directly with the Pastor to discuss concerns rather than always involving others 

first.  

3. Seek to be an active member by attending worship, participating in activities, and 

volunteering. 

4. Support a mutual ministry team. 

5. Listen, cooperate, and seek to understand.  
 

 Take a moment to review yourself: How am I doing in these areas? What do I do well? 

Where can I improve? A church is more than just its pastor; we are the body of Christ visible to 

the world. If you have any questions or concerns, please speak to a member of the Personnel 

Committee. 

 

-Submitted by Sharon Lochner, Lindsay Rothering, and Tim Harms 

All Saints Sunday is 

November 4 
 

     On October 30 and November 3 we will be 

remembering all those saints who have gone 

on before us. We will light candles on the altar 

for those who have gone on during the past 

year. During the service, you will also have an 

opportunity to remember all others who have 

gone on before, both recently and long ago. 

There will be a place for you to light a candle 

in remembrance of your loved ones. There will 

also be a place for you to write their names so 

that during worship we can add them to our 

prayers. I invite all of you to worship with us 

during these services as we 

remember those who wait with 

us for the day we will meet again 

in God’s glorious kingdom. 

 

-Submitted by Pastor Connie  
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Sunday School Update 
 

 Welcome back to Sunday School! Thank you, Pastor Connie, for putting together our new, 

engaging curriculum. This year Sunday School starts after worship with fellowship, followed 

by music with Rich or Anna in our sanctuary. After singing and learning some new songs, 

Pastor Connie shares a lesson with our students and then the children participate in an 

activity or craft project (thank you volunteers!), which you may have enjoyed seeing in our 

Narthex. Sunday school ends at 10:45 a.m. 

 

 Last year our Sunday School offering helped fill five backpacks for children at West 

Middleton Elementary School. We are currently working with the children to determine where 

their offerings can make a difference this year. We have a lovely church bank that we believe 

the children will be excited to put their offerings in! 

 

 Christmas is around the corner, so please let Lindsay or Lorelle know if your children, 

grandchildren or neighborhood friends would like to participate in this year’s Christmas 

program. Program practice will be on the following dates during Sunday School: 

November 24, December 1, December 8, December 14 (Saturday morning practice 

dress rehearsal), and  December 15 (Children’s Christmas Program during our 

church service). 

 

 There will be no Sunday School on December 22 and 29, as well as January 26 

because of our Annual Meeting. Childcare will be provided during the meeting. 
 

-Submitted by Lindsay Rothering and Lorelle Micklitz 

Attention High Schoolers:  

Join Pastor Connie for Pizza and Parables! 
 

 High school students are invited to join Pastor Connie on Sunday, November 10, at 5 p.m. 

at Roman Candle (1920 Parmenter Street, Middleton). Pastor Connie will 

buy pizza, and we’ll discuss the parable of the Prodigal Son. All are 

welcome; be sure to bring a friend!  

 

-Submitted by Pastor Connie 
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CPR and AED 

Certification Class 
 

Join us on Sunday, November 17, from  

12-2:30 p.m. to complete a training course in 

CPR and Automated External Defibrillator 

usage and receive your certification! This is 

an easy way to receive the certification you 

may need for these safety practices. There is a 

$10 cost for the course to cover materials and 

certification. Contact Jane Hyer with any 

questions at 347-1453. 

Mineral Point Road 

Construction Update 
 

Mineral Point Road is now closed from 

Pioneer Road to South Point Road (by 

Blackhawk Church). This closure will remain 

in place until mid/late November. Mineral 

Point will have one lane each way open to 

local traffic during this time. Crossing Mineral 

Point via Pioneer will be accommodated, but 

may have delays due to ongoing construction. 

Eventually the Pioneer Road intersection will 

be closed to install the signals, probably 

around the beginning of 

November.  

 Please plan to find an 

alternate route to church! 

You can still reach WMLC via 

Old Sauk Road to Pioneer Road.  

Warm Up with  

a Good Book! 
 

 The November meeting of the WMLC 

Book Club will be Tuesday, November 12, at 

1 p.m. at the home of Nancy Kittleson.  The 

book selection for November (and December!) 

is Jewelweed, by David Rhodes, a local 

Wisconsin author who specializes in 

literature about the Driftless Area in 

southwest Wisconsin. If you have any 

questions, or if you 

are interested in 

carpooling to Nancy’s 

house, please contact 

Betty Glaaser at  

798-2883.  

 

-Submitted by  

Betty Glaaser 

Don’t forget that Daylight Saving Time 

ends on Saturday, November 2!  

Be sure to set your clocks back one 

hour  before you go to bed so you 

can enjoy that extra sleep and not 

miss anything at church on  

Sunday, November 3! 
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Congratulations to  

Ardell Lunda! 
 

 Pecatonica (Blanchardville/Hollandale) 

High School Sports Hall of Fame inducted 

Ardell Lunda on September 20, 2019. Ardell 

was a letter winner in football, basketball and 

baseball his freshman, sophomore and junior 

years at Hollandale High School. His athletic 

career was cut short when he was a passenger 

in a tragic accident in 

1956. Two young men 

lost their lives, and 

Ardell sustained two 

broken legs. His faith 

in God helped him in 

his recovery.   

 

-Submitted by  

Dee Lunda 

Polycrystals, Flakes, 

and Snirt 
 

 Whatever you want to 

call it, you know it is on the 

way…SNOW! We are trying 

something new this year: 

sign up to receive a SOS (Snow on 

Sidewalks!) email. If you are able to 

take care of the sidewalks that day, just 

hit “reply all” and respond in the 

affirmative. We have shovels and a 

snowblower available for you to use. You 

can sign up on the kiosk in the narthex, or 

send an email to Rebecca in the church 

office. Remember, it’s God’s Work, our 

Shovels! 
 

(Polycrystals are several snowflakes that 

fuse into one massive flake, snirt is the 

term for snow mixed with dirt, and flakes, 

well, they can be found indoors or out!)  

Poinsettia Orders for Christmas! 
Poinsettia Order Form/Gifts for ELCA Hunger Appeal 

 It’s time for the annual poinsettia sale! Choose the size and color of poinsettia, complete the In 

Memory of / In Honor of / To the Glory of God section below, and include your name and telephone 

number (in case we have questions). Attach your check to this completed form and place it in the 

offering plate or the church office. You may prefer to give a gift to Hunger Appeal rather than 

purchase a plant, or you may do both.  
 

     PRICES                             COLORS 

   (6 in.  single)    $10    _____ Red  _____ White  _____ Burgundy  _____ Red/White Speckled 

   (7 in.  double)  $15    _____ Red  _____ White  _____ Burgundy  _____ Red/White Speckled  

   (8 in. triple)       $20   _____ Red  _____ White  _____ Burgundy  _____ Red/White Speckled 
 

I wish to contribute $    to the ELCA Hunger Appeal. 
 
 

$_________________Total Enclosed  
 

My Name ____________________________________________________ Phone: ____________________ 
 

In Memory of _________________________________________________________________________________   
 

In Honor of __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

To the Glory of God  ______ 
 

We must receive your order no later than Sunday, November 17. THANK YOU for participating! 
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Troop 640 Update 

 

 For my Eagle Project, I decided to build picnic tables for the Blackhawk Ski Club in 

Middleton. Blackhawk is known for its biking and ski trails, so adding tables throughout the 

club seemed like a great project. The tables will provide great spaces for picnics and resting.  

 

 The picnic tables are made out of high quality red cedar. The wood is very sturdy and will 

last for the many years to come. I executed my project through two separate workdays. On the 

first workday, we assembled all of the major parts: the table top, benches and legs. On the 

second workday, we focused on finishing the tables. This included putting all of the components 

together and transporting the tables to their final 

sites.  

 

 From start to finish, this Eagle Project was a 

great yet challenging task. On one hand, the project 

required a lot of planning, time and coordination. On 

the other, the end result and support from others 

definitely made this project a very unique and 

meaningful experience.   

 

-Submitted by Kevin Chang 

 

 

 Hello everyone, my name is Ian Bogner, and thanks to you I 

was able to make my way through the ranks of Troop 640 to where 

I am now, finished with the project part of my Eagle Scout rank 

and in the application process. For my project, I chose to do 

something for my church, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. We 

had a overgrown flower garden near the parking lot. My goal with 

my project was to get rid of this eyesore and replace it with 

something beautiful, and since finishing I have received numerous 

complements of my work. What I ended up putting in place of this 

garden is a wooden cross surrounded by fill, bushes and several 

boulders.  

 

 I have learned so much through the process, not 

only to be a stronger leader, but also additional 

ways on how I can help our community. Thank you 

for supporting our troop, although it is small. 

Without the support from our chartered 

organization and our troop, I wouldn’t have been 

able to accomplish this feat.  

 

-Submitted by Ian Bogner 
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November 4 

Bros, Beer, and the Bible 

 

November 6 & 20 

Quilters 

 

November 12 

Euchre Club 

 

November 15 

Newsletter Deadline: December & January 

 

November 25 

Women, Wine, and the Word 

 

November 28 

Thanksgiving Service 

 

Weekly services 

Thursdays at 6 p.m. 

Sundays at 9 a.m. 

 

Sunday School 

Sundays at 10:10 a.m. 


