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Participation, Not Perfection! 
 

 I was at a gathering where Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber spoke when she 

was still pastor at House for all Sinners and Saints. She shared that 

when new people wanted to join the church, she would tell them the 

motto was, “Participation, not perfection.”  She encouraged them to be 

active members, and that being active was more important than doing 

things perfectly.   

 

 I think sometimes we church people get stuck on perfection. When 

we have a gathering, we want everything to be perfect. When we host 

fellowship, we feel like we must really bring out our best. When we sing, 

we want to make sure we know the hymns so we can sing them 

perfectly. 

 

 Well, here is some shocking news (perhaps): We, human beings, are 

not perfect, and I really don’t think we were created to be. God created 

humans to be in real relationship with God and, well, to be in real 

relationship we need to bring our real selves. God wants us to be who we 

are, and who we are is not perfect. 

 

 We are going to make mistakes. We are going to forget about 

fellowship and pick up a bag of Oreos on our way to church, and we are 

going to miss a note or two when we sing that hymn we are not familiar 

with. And that is okay! 

 

 I heartily agree with “participation and not perfection.” We can only 

learn and grow if we take risks, if we wander out of our comfort zone 

and give something new a try. 

 

 Here is something else that I heard Rev. Bolz-Weber say to people 

wanting to join the church: “We are going to disappoint you. We are 

going to mess up. Guaranteed. But when we do, you will get to 

experience grace, amazing grace, and so will we.” 

 

Continued on page 2. 
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Surprise someone on this 

list with a card or phone 

call. You’ll both smile! 
 

10/2 John Hofer 
 Suzannah Rawling 

10/3 Lisa Johnson 

10/4 Sarah Bremer 

 Kate Patterson 

10/5 Laurie Wood 

10/7 Bob Berger 

 Elyse Odgren 

10/8 Jack Reiners 

10/11 Greg Fritz 

 Erik Krueger 

10/12 Emma Quinn 

10/13 Kim Emden 

10/16 Ellen Ullom 

10/17 Caleb Jaloszynski 

 William Sachse 

10/18 Cheryl Gilge 

 Warren Myers 

10/20 Arlene Krueger 

 Sharon Lochner 

 Bev Umphenour 

10/21 Perry Kempf 

 Jim Ullom 

10/24 Nels Lokken 
 Karen Zimmerman 

10/25 Eric Koberle 

 Teresa Stormer 

10/29 Diane Harms 

 Addison Wood 

Continued from page 1. 

 

 This is so true. We are going to disappoint each other, we are 

going to unintentionally hurt each other’s feelings, and we are going 

to say the wrong thing from time to time. But during that we can 

hold on to the amazing grace and forgiveness that God gives us and 

extend that to each other. 

 

 Following Jesus and being a member of a congregation is not 

easy, but it does give us real relationships with God and each other.   

One of my mottos is, “following Jesus shouldn’t be miserable work.  

It should be fun!” And I think we have had some fun together since 

my arrival and I look forward to a lot more! 

Peace,  

Pastor Connie 

Special Congregational Meeting  

on October 13 

 

 Our church Council has made a decision about our church roof. 

They will discuss their findings and decisions at a special meeting of 

the congregation on Sunday, October 13, immediately following 

our worship service. If you are planning to just come to the 

meeting, please note that our worship service will be abbreviated 

that day. If you have any questions, please contact Sharon Lochner.  

How Can You  

Imperfectly Participate? 

 

 Take Pastor Connie’s message to heart! You can 

participate in our weekly worship services through 

reading, greeting, ushering, running A/V, providing 

fellowship snacks, or reaching out to new visitors. It’s a 

small commitment every few weeks. You can also come up with 

creative ways to participate during the week: weeding, cleaning, 

telling others about WMLC, and any other ideas you have! If you 

would like to help with our Sunday services, contact Kris Patterson 

and Jill Bradshaw at wmlchurch.worship.assistant@gmail.com.  
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The Rev. Peter Rogness Appointed Interim Bishop 

of the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin 
 

 The South-Central Synod of Wisconsin Council is pleased to 

announce that they have affirmed the appointment by Presiding 

Bishop Eaton of Peter Rogness as the Interim Bishop. Bishop Rogness 

will begin on September 26 and will serve until July 31, 2020. 

 

 Rogness is a graduate of Augustana College in Sioux Falls, SD, 

and Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN. Upon graduation he served 

two Milwaukee parishes, the longest being ten years at Hephatha 

Lutheran Church. In 1985 he was elected bishop of the Southern 

Wisconsin District of the former America Lutheran Church, with 

offices in Madison. With the advent of the ELCA in 1988, he served as 

bishop of the Greater Milwaukee Synod for the maximum three 

terms, until 2002. That year he was elected bishop of the Saint Paul Area Synod, where he 

served until his retirement in 2014.  
 

 Since that time, he has served two interim positions in international English-speaking 

congregations related to the ELCA, first in Oslo, Norway, and most recently in Bratislava, 

Slovakia.   
 

 Peter and his wife Gerry have four adult children and four grandchildren. They reside in St. 

Paul, when they’re not at their lake cabin in northern Minnesota. 
 

 From Interim Bishop Rogness: “I look forward to being a part of the life of this synod for the 

next 10 months. I don’t feel entirely a stranger, since I served this territory now over 30 years ago 

and served your neighboring synod for 14 years. But much has changed, and I’ve appreciated the 

conversations I’ve already had as we’ve talked about how my role here can help lay a good 

foundation for the next chapter in the life of this synod.  I will meet many of you at the Bishop’s 

Convocation in October and will also seek to be in the conferences of this synod for further 

conversations. I am both hopeful and confident that these next months will bring good movement 

of the Spirit in our midst. Thank you for the invitation to serve.” 
 

-From the September 17 edition of “What Matters,” a weekly synod publication 

Confirmation Sunday is October 27 
 

 Please join us for Confirmation which is being celebrated on 

Reformation Sunday, October 27. We have seven Confirmands this 

year: Ben Bremer, Maddie Bremer, Brynja Helmers, Claire Meyer, 

Suzannah Rawling, Noah Schmitt, and Lauren Wood.  

 

 Please remember to pray for these students and join us to celebrate 

their affirmation of the baptismal promises as they continue their lifelong 

journey with God. 
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October is Safety Month! 
 

 Join us for special events focused on safety throughout the month of October. Contact Jane 

Hyer with any questions at 347-1453. 
 

• Usher Training 101: Sunday, October 6, following our worship service. 

 This will be a short informational session about ushering at WMLC. 

 New volunteers are welcome to come learn, and experienced ushers are 

 invited to share their expertise! 
 

• Active Shooter Training: Wednesday, October 16, 6:30-8:30 p.m. The Dane County 

 Sheriff’s Department will be conducting training for active shooter situations at West 

 Middleton Lutheran Church. Training is for adults and is free. It will help you plan and 

 prepare in case you ever find yourself in an active shooter situation. Please contact 

 Deputy Josalyn Longley with any questions at longley@danesheriff.com or 608-977-1300.  
 

• CPR and AED Certification: Sunday, November 3, 12-2:30 p.m. Complete a training 

course in CPR and Automated External Defibrillator usage and receive 

your certification! This is an easy way to receive the certification you 

may need for these safety practices. There is a $10 cost for the course to 

cover materials and certification.  

A Note from our Council President 
 

 One year ago we were anxiously awaiting Pastor Connie’s arrival. Everybody was nervous. 

Everybody was anxious. Now here we are, settling in as pastor and congregation. It’s been a 

fun year getting to know Pastor Connie and for her to get to know us. 

 

 There have been a few bumps along the way: sermons are too short or sermons are too 

long, too many new hymns or too many old hymns. But we’re family. And, like all families, not 

all of us like the same things. Yet, here we are. 

 

 We’re trying new things like the Triangle Ministry dinners, Bros, Beer, and the Bible, and 

Women, Wine, and the Word. We’re continuing old things like our Christmas Barn Service, 

Vacation Bible School, and Thursday evening services. 

 

 Council has been challenged by things this year (especially a leaky roof!), but Pastor 

Connie continually challenges us to look up and see what God has given us, and also to look 

outside the church for opportunities to minister, as opposed to looking down and concentrating 

on the numbers. 

 

 As we settle into the second year of Pastor Connie’s ministry at WMLC, I’m looking 

forward to all the promises, trials, and joy that the future brings. No nerves. No anxiety. Just 

joy as we walk side by side as Pastor and congregation family.  

 

-Submitted by Sharon Lochner 

mailto:longley@danesheriff.com
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Fall Into a Good Book! 
 

 The October meeting of the WMLC Book 

Club will take place on Tuesday, October 8, 

at 1 p.m. at the home of Betty Glaaser. The 

book selection for this month is The Trouble 

with Goats and Sheep, by Joanna Cannon. 

The book selection for November will also be 

distributed at the October meeting. If you 

have any questions, please contact Betty 

Glaaser at 798-2883.  

 

 

 

 

 

West Middleton Lutheran Church,  
 

 We received all of the wonderful school 

supplies from you and have definitely made 

use of them and can’t thank you enough. 
 

 It is an incredible experience to be in a 

community where all kids are able to have 

what they need. Every single student was 

able to have the supplies they needed on 

their first day of school and your 

contributions were a big part of that. 
 

Thank you so much, 

 

Emily Stockbridge 

West Middleton Elementary School  

Social Worker 

Thursday, October 3, at 6:45 p.m. 

Preceded by worship service at 6 p.m. 

 

West Middleton Lutheran Church 

 

Join us for an evening of “old-school”  

bluegrass/folk-inspired music about the 

presence of God in our world.  

This is a FREE event. 

 

For more information, visit 

www.danholmesmusic.com 

Offering Envelope  

Opt-Out 
 

 As we are preparing to order offering 

envelopes for 2020, we would like to give our 

members the chance to opt out of receiving 

envelopes. In order to be good stewards, we do 

not want to order more envelopes than we 

need.  If you do not wish to use offering 

envelopes next year, or if you wish to switch to 

electronic giving, please email Stephanie 

Mueller at wmlctreasurer@gmail.com by 

October 10. Please note: If you opted out of 

envelopes last year, you do not need to do so 

again this year. Thank you for helping us be 

good stewards of our finances! 

 

-Submitted by Stephanie Mueller, treasurer, 

and Kim Roberson, financial secretary 
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High School Students: 

Earn Service Hours at 

Church! 
 

 We are looking for high school students who 

would be willing to run A/V during our church 

services. You will be assigned in pairs monthly 

to run the PowerPoint and sound for services. 

You can count these hours toward your service 

hours for school! A training class will be 

scheduled in the future. Contact Pastor Connie, 

Kris Patterson, or Jill Bradshaw with any 

questions.  

Grubby Sunday is 

October 13! 

 

 Wear your favorite cleaning clothes to 

worship on Sunday, October 13, and stick 

around after worship and our 

congregational meeting to help clean the 

church building before the holiday season! 

Bring your favorite cleaning supplies and 

get our building spic and span. Contact 

Carolyn Ridgely with any questions. If 

you are planning to just come help with 

the cleaning, please note that our worship 

service will be abbreviated that day. 
 

Thursdays in Black  
 

 At the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, the 

assembly approved a resolution to endorse the 

World Council of Churches’ (WCC) Thursdays in 

Black campaign. This campaign originated out of 

a desire to recognize the resistance and resilience 

of victims of gender-based violence all around the 

world. From the WCC website:  
 

The campaign is simple but profound.  

Wear black on Thursdays. Wear a pin to 

declare you are part of the global movement 

resisting attitudes and practices that permit 

rape and violence. Show your respect for 

women who are resilient in the face of injustice 

and violence. Encourage others to join you. 

Often black has been used with negative racial 

connotations. In this campaign Black is used 

as a color of resistance and resilience.  

 

For more information, visit oikoumene.org/en/get

-involved/thursdays-in-black.  

Construction on  

Mineral Point Road 
 

 Dane County is rebuilding Mineral 

Point Road from the intersection of 

Pioneer Road west to Pine Bluff. The road 

is closed during construction. For 

members coming to WMLC from the west, 

you will have to find an alternative route 

to church. Initially the intersection of 

Mineral Point Road and Pioneer Road will 

be open but it will eventually have to be 

closed in order to install left turn lanes, 

medians and stop lights. Construction is 

expected to finish in early 

November, weather 

permitting. Please be sure to 

take this into consideration 

as you attend church this 

fall. 

-Submitted by Gene Kussart 
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Troop 640 Update 

 

 Members of Troop 640 recently returned from their summer 

high adventure at Philmont Scout Ranch in the backcountry of 

New Mexico. Five scouts traveled by train to New Mexico: Ian 

Bogner, Michael Zeimentz, Jack Ortmann, Alex Seaborg, and Alex 

Wilson. At Philmont, we climbed Mount Baldy and Little Costilla, 

both of which were above 12,400 feet. These were some of the boys 

favorite moments of the trip. Our trek was estimated at 85 miles 

but turned out to be 176 miles instead.  

 

 The boys were always awake before 5:00 a.m. and typically 

arrived to their campsite around noon, where they would then set 

up camp, eat lunch and sometimes play a round of hacky sack. The group enjoyed activities at 

staff camps such as spar pole climbing, rock climbing, gold panning, as well as campfires and 

other fun camp games.  

 

 We all learned about ourselves and also one 

another and we grew closer each and every day 

throughout our trek. The boys all had their 

separate experiences on the trip, and have plenty 

of stories to tell. We truly loved the beautiful 

sunrises and sunsets and the stars late at night. 

We all had an amazing trip and are looking 

forward to our next adventure, thank you to Joe 

Zeimentz, Eric Wilson, and Chris Ortmann for 

leading us all through this adventure. 

 

-Submitted by Ian Bogner 

 

 

 

 Congratulations to Jacob Nichols-Jensen on obtaining the highest rank in the Boy Scouts, 

Eagle! We wish Jacob all the best as he takes his next steps in the future. 
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