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Annual Meeting Letter  

from Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
 

Dear siblings in Christ,  

 

As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we are freed by grace to live 

faithfully, witness boldly and serve joyfully. As communities of Jesus that nurture life changing 

relationships with God, one another and the world, we are confident about who we are in Christ 

and what God is calling us to do. Whether worshiping wherever two or more are gathered, 

engaging in lively conversations about faith, or rolling up our sleeves and getting to work, we 

strive to share God’s grace and love in Christ for all people and creation. This reflects the vitality 

we find in Jesus Christ, our own spiritual life and our desire to participate in what God is doing 

today.  

 

Within each community of Jesus there are leaders who strive to model an attitude of 

servanthood, trustworthiness, humility, patience and listening first while striving to work with 

others in healthy ways. These leaders teach all ages, motivate believers, build consensus, share a 

vision, discern direction and facilitate action. Their attention is focused on growing disciples who 

are sent into their daily life to love and serve others as friends, neighbors, parents, citizens and 

workers. Together we recognize the importance of growing disciples and multiplying leaders who 

serve inside your congregation and beyond your walls.  

 

As our congregations plan their work for the coming year and how to use the resources God 

has entrusted to them, I invite you all to think about the relationships that bring you vitality 

and the leaders you nurture for God’s mission in the world. While you make many decisions, 

remember you are not alone. We are all partners in sharing the gospel. Together, by God’s grace, 

we can do what God is calling us to. May you go forth to do justice, love kindness and walk 

humbly with God.  

 

 

Serving together in Christ’s name,  

 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton  

Presiding Bishop  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
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Annual Meeting Minutes 
Annual Report of the Congregation, Year Ending 2017 

Council President Todd Smith, presiding 

January 28, 2018 

10:00 AM 

 

Call to order 10:13 a.m. 

53 members present 

  

I. Approval of Agenda  

Motion to approve: Barb Geurts    

Seconded:  Gene Kussart 

 

II. Devotion by Interim Pastor Bonnie Vize  

 

featuring the song “Loaves Abound” 

 

III.  Bishop’s Letter 

 

IV.       Secretary’s Report -- Minutes of 2017 Annual meeting 

 

a. Minutes from last meeting amended to read proposed 2017 budget $250,000 instead 

of the reported $295,000. 

Motion to approve:  Arlene Krueger 

Seconded:  Brad Mueller 

 

V.     Elections 

a. Todd Smith expressed thanks to the outgoing council members for their service to 

West Middleton Lutheran Church for the last three years. Those Council members 

were Jane Hyer, Jane Griswold, and Jerry Geurts.   

 

b. Jane Hyer made some comments on her experience as a council member and council 

vice president during her term. She commented on the fact that with over 400 

members in the church that only 53 were here today and that we need the help of 

everyone to make the church function well. 

 

c. Todd Smith reported that several people had been suggested for possible council 

nominations but when contacted there were no members willing to put their names 

in for consideration. There was a call for volunteers or nominations from the floor to 

fill positions on council. After a long wait, there were no nominations or volunteers. 

 

d. There was a motion by Jane Hyer with a second from Peggy Haack to move 

elections to the end of the meeting. This motion passed. 
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VI. Reports  

 

a. President’s Report 

 

i. Todd Smith wanted to take the opportunity to thank everyone who has 

volunteered to help in any capacity. He especially wanted to thank Interim 

Pastor Bonnie Vize for her work in keeping the congregation going during 

this interim period. He also thanked Bailey Green, Anna Myeong, Anne 

Meyer, and Rebecca Carlson.  

 

ii. He then spoke to several initiatives council has discussed regarding the 

general theme “taking care of our own – ways to get together.” He said the 

council is always open to suggestions from church members, e.g. trivia night. 

 

iii. Peggy Haack spoke to thank Todd and the council for their service. 

 

b. Interim Pastor’s Report 

 

i. Interim Pastor Bonnie wanted to thank everyone for being very welcoming to 

the interim pastor. She also wanted to thank Rebecca whom she described as 

being a wonder. Interim Pastor Bonnie explained that Rebecca was having 

her new son baptized today. She also added that she applauded the 

congregation for being on the right track. 

 

c. Financial Secretary’s Report 

 

i. Jim Anderson said that the report was in the packet.  He thanked the group 

of people who helped do the counting and reporting of the offerings.  These 

people track the weekly offerings and assure they are properly credited. 

 

d. Treasurer’s Report 

 

i. Stephanie Mueller described the finalization of last year’s finances as 

detailed on page 14 of the packet. Basically, we hit it right on the head. She 

also went through the balance sheet. There were no questions. 

 

ii. She moved on to the projected 2018 Budget. Pledges were down from last 

year.  She said the council went through the budget and cut where they could 

but still ended up with a projected budget shortfall in the range of $20,000. 

 

iii. There several comments on the undesirability of passing a deficit budget. 

Warren Myers commented that it would be desirable to increase income and 

one possibility would be to have a capital campaign. We could use this capital 

campaign on the plus side to balance our budget. The council has not voted to 

include a capital campaign as a mechanism to balance the budget. Stephanie 

said it was discussed but was a major undertaking. Hiring it out would also 

be expensive. She said that she personally would contribute more if others 
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would also.  

 

iv. There was a motion by Stephanie Mueller and a second by Dee Lunda to 

hand out slips of paper at the meeting to see if there would be enough 

support to balance the budget. This plea would also be conveyed to the rest of 

the congregation to support a line item in the budget. 

 

v. Slips of paper were distributed to those present and further discussion on the 

budget was postponed until the results could be tabulated and assessed. 

 

e. Other Reports 

 

i. Report from Bailey Green that events for youth are planned through May. 

 

1. Gene Kussart inquired about Vacation Bible School.  It was brought 

out that it is no longer a week long production but rather a family 

night affair. Karen Zimmerman suggesting maybe including 

grandparents could be a resource. Kim Roberson said there is a 

problem getting volunteers for VBS. Gene Kussart added that 

Community Church has a program. 

 

2. A mission trip is being planned to go to Red Lake Indian Reservation. 

 

3. A suggestion was made for more youth involvement in services. 

 

f. Budget proposal revisited 

 

i. The results of the spur of the moment capital campaign were revealed.  

$20,000 was pledged by the people in attendance. There was a motion to 

approve the proposed 2018 church budget amended to include a $30,000 

budget line for revenues from a capital campaign. Motion by Jack Reiners 

second by Jessica Helmers.  Motion passed. 

   

g. Weekend backpack food program for West Middleton Elementary 

 

i. Started with providing 53 weekend food packs for needy students. Now up to 

62 participants. A plea was made for any donations of money to support the 

program and also for help in preparing the packs on Friday mornings or 

delivering them to the school. 

 

h.  Call Committee update 

 

i. Interim Pastor Bonnie will assist the call committee in getting started. 

Condensed version estimated to last six months or longer. Surveys will be 

needed to complete our profile. We will then have to have that profile 

approved by the synod. Members are encouraged to participate in the 

surveys.  
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i. Church Council elections revisited 

 

i. With no progress in sight for nominees, Jane Hyer offered to extend her term 

on council for a while to look for a replacement. Motion by Peggy Haack, 

second by Barb Geurts to approve. Motion Passed. 

 

ii. Gene Kussart offered his name to be placed in nomination for Church 

Council. Motion by Brad Mueller, second by Arlene Krueger to approve.  

Motion passed. 

 

iii. Sharon Lochner offered her name to be placed in nomination for Church 

Council. Motion by Brian Haack, second by Arlene Krueger to approve.  

Motion passed 

 

j.  Synod Assembly May 5-6 representatives 

 

i. Arlene Krueger and Scott Schullo offered their names. Motion by Todd Smith, 

second by Stephanie Mueller to approve. Motion passed. 

 

 

VII. Motion to adjourn by Richard Johnston, second by Scott Kramer. Motion Passed. 

 

VIII.  Closing Prayer by Interim Pastor Bonnie Vize. 
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President’s Report 
 

It has been such a blessing to serve on West Middleton Lutheran Church’s Council for the 

past three years. Our council is comprised of wonderful servants who have given so much of their 

time to our congregation. It has been an incredibly rewarding experience – even when facing 

difficult decisions or considering challenging issues.  

 

This year has been one of renewal at WMLC. This time last year, we had an interim pastor, a 

significant budget deficit, and some anxiety about what the future held. But, as usual for WMLC, 

our church pulled together. 

 

At the annual meeting, a proposal was made to take up a spontaneous capital campaign. We 

raised an additional $20,000 in pledges – on the spot – essentially filling the hole in our budget 

and allowing our church (and council) to concentrate on other items throughout the year. I was 

not alone in feeling inspired by our members’ generosity! 

 

Next, our dedicated Call Committee got to work interviewing pastor candidates. There were 

long meetings, much discussion, and lots of prayer. We were incredibly blessed to have Pastor 

Connie join us in October. The positivity in our church each Thursday and Sunday is wonderful 

to see and be a part of! 

 

Along the way, we’ve helped our community in many ways, big and small. Our youth group 

once again participated in Canstruction, helping stock the shelves of Middleton Outreach 

Ministry so that organization can help those in need. We continued our support of the backpack 

food program at West Middleton Elementary, supplying weekend food to our neighbors. And we 

have supported our fellow churchgoers in countless other ways – too many to list here. 

 

We’ve also celebrated with one another, welcoming new members and confirmands to our 

church.  There have been weddings, baptisms, picnics and installations. It’s been a great year! 

 

Thank you to all the volunteers who contribute so much to make our church run smoothly. I 

continue to be amazed at the way this church comes together to support one another, our 

programs and God’s mission. In addition, I’d like to personally thank Bryan, Eddie, Jane G., 

Jane H., Jerry, Jessica, Jim, Gene, Michele, Nicole, Scott, Sharon, and Stephanie for their 

guidance and wise words over the last three years. But most of all I want to thank them for their 

friendship. 

 

I look forward to a fantastic 2019 as we continue our mission in Christ together! 

 

In service, 

Todd G. Smith 

2018 Church Council President         
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Pastor Connie Matye’s Report 
 

Well, we have had a busy year! We have had three baptisms, a family join the church, a 

wedding, and several special worship services including Reformation, All Saints, Thanksgiving, 

the Barn Service, and Christmas!  

 

Oh wait…it hasn’t been a year but only 3 months that I have been here! Whew! Thanks for 

welcoming me with so much excitement! Great to start with a bang. 

 

I am looking forward to this coming year and figuring out with you what God is calling us to 

do in this time and place. There are many great things already happening and I feel energy here, 

so I am certain there is more for us to do! 

 

I am also eager to continue to get to know all of you and hear your stories. I have enjoyed 

meeting many of you already! 

 

Thank you to everyone for being so welcoming and inviting. I feel that the future is indeed 

bright here at West Middleton Lutheran Church! 

 

God’s blessings and peace to all of you in the New Year! 

 

Pastor Connie 
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Financial Secretary’s Report 
 

2019 concludes my third year as a Council member and Financial Secretary for our church. I 

would like to thank our counters for all their help: Shuanglin Chen, Barb Geurts, Peggy Haack, 

Duane Kittleson, Joan Montague, and Barb Morkri. They have spent many hours entering 

contributions into our church accounting program and making sure the banking is done 

correctly. I would also like to thank Bryan Haack and Stephanie Mueller, the two church 

treasurers I have worked with. Rebecca in our church office also plays a role receiving the 

financial entries on a weekly basis. All together we provide a system of checks and balances 

regarding our church finances. 

 

The table on the following page lists member contributions (those funds available for payroll 

and day-to-day church operations) received in each quarter of the past five years. In 2018, we 

had approximately $9,000 more in prepaid pledges than in previous years, so those funds are 

reported in the fourth quarter of 2017. 

 

The table does not include the extra funds pledged at the annual meeting on January 28, 

2018. At that time, $20,870 was pledged and as of December 31, 2018, $19,900 of the pledged 

funds had been received. I must admit that witnessing that part of last year’s annual meeting 

was one of the highlights of my time as Financial Secretary and was truly an example of “God’s 

Work, Our Hands” in action.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to work in this position and to serve the church. I have gained 

a great deal of insight regarding our church finances and appreciation for all the work many 

individuals put into this part of our church operation. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Jim Andersen, Financial Secretary 
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2018 Balance Sheet 
as of December 31, 2018 

 

  

ASSETS

   Current Assets

         Checking - SBCP        77,805.66 $308 for new choir and chime music.

         Money Market        78,518.67 

   Total Current Assets      156,324.33 $266 for new outside banners.

   Fixed Assets    2,179,710.04 

   Mission Endowment Fund      138,401.70 $100 cash and $280 in gas cards given to the Pastor's Fund  

TOTAL ASSETS    2,474,436.07 to help people in crisis.

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY $500 given  to The Road Home, a local, child-centered 

   Current Liabilities homeless ministry.

         Accounts Payable             750.00 

         Credit Cards             129.00 $2,548 donated to Middleton Outreach Ministry,

         Designated Funds including participation in Canstruction.

               Building Fund          5,434.96 

               Choir Funds             219.54 $265 donated to the ELCA Hunger Fund.

               Confirmation Funds             137.00 

               ELCA Hunger Fund             250.00 $634 raised by youth bake sales.

               Flowers Fund            (275.00)

               High School Youth Funds          3,643.36 $200 donated toward quilting supplies.

               Parking Lot Painting             500.00 

               Poinsettias             500.00 $8,223 raised for the Weekend Food Program.

               Praise Team Funds          1,388.19 

               Quilting Supply Funds             185.45 $780 collected for a special offering for Puerto Rico.

               Sharing Christmas              60.00 

               Sunday School Funds             314.42 $323 donated to local flood relief.

                     Total Designated Funds        12,357.92 

         Fellowship and Outreach Funds          7,274.31 $750 given to the Seminarian Assistance Fund.

         Human Concerns Funds          5,329.85 

         Memorials and Gifts        28,436.70 

         Pastor's Fund             326.34 

         Payroll Liabilities          1,101.68 

         Prepaid Pledges        11,200.00 $21,721.76 paid down on building loans.

                    Total Current Liabilities        66,905.80 

     Long-Term Liabilities $15,298.41 decrease in endowment funds.

         Building Loan (5.35%)      374,935.81 

         Building Loan (5.88%)      494,197.60 

         Reserve Fund        78,439.77 

      Total Long-Term Liabilities      947,573.18 

   Total Liabilities    1,014,478.98 Net income, on Balance Sheet 21,361.56  

   Equity Building Loan Principal (21,721.76) 

         Member Equity    1,450,346.47 Realized Loss (Endowment) 15,298.41  

         Retained Earnings       (11,750.94) Payroll Tax Accrual from 2017 (404.29)      

         Net Income        21,361.56 Designated Funds Transfer (altar painting) 2,359.00    

   Total Equity    1,459,957.09 Net Income, on Income Statement 16,892.92  

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY    2,474,436.07 

Designated Funds Highlights

Balance Sheet Highlights

Balance Sheet Adjustments
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2018 Treasurer’s Report:  

Income Statement (Budget vs. Actual) 
Fiscal Year 2018 

 

 
  

Actual Budget Over Budget

Income

Building Use Donations 4,125.00 1,000.00 3,125.00 

Annual Meeting Pledges 19,900.00 30,000.00 (10,100.00)

Loose Offering 4,523.58 4,269.36 254.22 

Member Contributions 280,646.00 266,886.00 13,760.00 

Non-Member 408.00 265.00 143.00 

Interest Income 78.90 0.00 78.90 

Total Income 309,681.48 302,420.36 7,261.12 

Expenses

Building Loan Interest 46,083.92 38,694.70 (7,389.22)

Building Loan Principal 21,721.76 26,554.10 4,832.34 

Christian Development 902.37 650.00 (252.37)

Finance & Administration 10,213.00 7,991.32 (2,221.68)

Human Concerns 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Infrastructure 33,273.88 33,214.87 (59.01)

Outreach & Fellowship 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Personnel 177,893.65 183,860.71 5,967.06 

Worship & Music 2,699.98 2,240.00 (459.98)

Total Expenses 292,788.56 293,205.70 417.14 

Net Income 16,892.92 9,214.66 7,678.26 

Explanation of Variances Over 5% and $300

Building Loan:  Our refinance resulted in a longer payoff period and therefore the proportion of monthly 

loan payments that apply to interest vs principal is higher than before.

Finance & Admin:  Higher than expected costs for synod assembly (hotel rooms were needed), office 

         supplies, and photocopier expenses.  

Personnel:  Under budget due to time without a pastor, director of music salary, volunteers subbing for 

Rebecca rather than hiring a temp.

Worship & Music:  Unbudgeted expenses for guest performers and donations.

A more detailed explanation of line item variances can be found on the church web site.
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Audit Subcommittee Report 
 

The 2018 audit consisted of reviewing the current procedures being utilized between the 

Administrative Assistant (Rebecca Carlson), the Treasurer (Stephanie Mueller), and the 

Financial Secretary (Jim Andersen). 

 

Several new procedures have been implemented and continue to improve the way the 

finances are handled at WMLC. When Stephanie changed the QuickBooks program to online 

access, it provided the following opportunities to streamline the accounting process: 

 

• Bills can be sent and viewed directly in QuickBooks 

• The bank accounts and mortgage have been integrated into QuickBooks allowing for real 

time account information. 

• Any credit/debit card purchases are viewable instantly. 

• Bills can be shared for approval by those affected. 

The Payroll Company continues to handle our payroll free of charge. 

 

Thankfully, new counters have been added to the volunteer roster this year and, because of 

the manual that had been developed, the process has been issue free. We thank the counters for 

their diligence in making sure all money is categorized properly and Jim for checking over this 

each week. 

 

Implementation of the new budgeting process is an ongoing change. As is customary in many 

churches and recommended by the ELCA financial guidelines, Stephanie has worked diligently 

to attribute every expense to a particular committee. In turn, committees are now responsible for 

the budgeting of their line items attributed to them and are held accountable for the expenses. In 

doing this, more members are involved in the budgeting process and are aware and held 

accountable for what is spent. Committee chairs are asked to approve expenditures within their 

committee and receive a quarterly report of what has been taken from their committee’s budget.  

 

As per accounting standards, separation of duties is strictly practiced among Rebecca, 

Stephanie, and Jim at all times. I am confident the finances of WMLC are being expertly 

managed and cared for by all those involved. I believe Rebecca, Stephanie, and Jim do an 

excellent job each week and thank them for their service to our congregation. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Kim Roberson 
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Proposed 2019 Budget 

 
 

 

 

2019 Budget 2018 Actual Difference Notes
Operating Income 

Contributions

Member Contributions 280,646.00

Members - Pledged 2019 153,679.00

Members - Pledged 2018 but not 2019 62,313.00

Members - Unpledged 2018 67,087.00 1

Expected Growth in Giving 20,102.92 2

Annual Meeting Pledge 0.00 19,900.00
Loose & Nonmember Contributions 3,446.40 4,931.58

Total Contributions 306,628.32 305,477.58 1,150.74          

Building Use Donations 50.00 4,125.00 3

Interest Income 72.00 78.90

Total Operating Income 306,750.32 309,681.48 (2,931.16)        

Operating Expenses

Building Loan 66,217.20 67,805.68 (1,588.48)        4
Christian Development

Education 535.00 862.33 (327.33)            

Youth & Family 200.00 40.04 159.96             
   Total Christian Development 735.00 902.37 (167.37)            

Finance 

Synod Contribution 3,067.50 0.00 3,067.50          5

General Administration

Building Loan Closing Fees 0.00 610.00 (610.00)            

Computer Software 785.00 754.49 30.51               

Email Communication 240.00 240.00 -                    

Hosted Events 0.00 103.74 (103.74)            

Licenses 134.90 123.75 11.15               

Office Expenses 456.00 473.64 (17.64)              

Office Supplies 2,530.00 2,103.20 426.80             

Photocopier Contract 2,436.00 2,376.36 59.64               

Postage 1,173.00 994.12 178.88             

Synod Assembly 580.00 1,181.00 (601.00)            

Web Site Maintenance 144.00 293.90 (149.90)            

   Total General Administration 8,478.90 9,254.20 (775.30)            
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Stewardship  

Offering Envelopes 392.00 592.16 (200.16)            

VANCO (Simply Giving) Fees 342.00 336.78 5.22                  

Returned Check Fees 36.00 24.00 12.00               

QuickBooks Payments Fees 15.00 5.94 9.06                  

Stewardship Campaign 0.00 0.00 -                    

   Total Stewardship 785.00 958.88 (173.88)            

   Total Finance 12,331.40 10,213.08 2,118.32          

Human Concerns  Funded by designated contributions.

Infrastructure

Building & Repairs

Cleaning Contractor 6,120.00 6,000.00 120.00             

Cleanup Day Refreshments 40.00 0.00 40.00               

Pest Control 480.00 464.00 16.00               

Security & Safety Service 430.00 433.34 (3.34)                

Building Repairs & Supplies 5,160.00 1,873.13 3,286.87          6

   Total Building & Repairs 12,230.00 8,770.47 3,459.53          

Grounds

Grounds and Lawn Maintenance 3,300.00 3,282.20 17.80               

Snow Removal 3,300.00 2,203.01 1,096.99          

   Total Grounds 6,600.00 5,485.21 1,114.79          

Insurance 4,300.00 4,114.00 186.00             

Util ities

Electric 6,670.69 6,539.89 130.80             

Gas 3,971.48 3,569.20 402.28             

Internet 959.88 959.88 -                    

Telephone 1,632.00 1,584.59 47.41               

Trash 200.00 205.00 (5.00)                

Water/Sewer 9.00 8.67 0.33                  

   Total Util ities 13,443.05 12,867.23 575.82             

Technology

AV Equipment 1,000.00 1,404.00 (404.00)            

Network 200.00 0.00 200.00             

Computers & Peripherals 300.00 632.97 (332.97)            

   Total Technology 1,500.00 2,036.97 (536.97)            

   Total Infrastructure 38,073.05 33,273.88 4,799.17          

Outreach & Fellowship Funded by designated contributions.
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Personnel

Call Committee 0.00 1,773.90 (1,773.90)        

Administrator 28,151.55 25,266.84 2,884.71          

Substitute Administrator 960.00 0.00 960.00             

Choir Director 3,692.31 0.00 3,692.31          7

Church Musician 27,200.00 27,199.90 0.10                  

Substitute Musician 560.00 437.14 122.86             

Continuing Ed 1,000.00 0.00 1,000.00          

Director of Music 0.00 5,076.94 (5,076.94)        

Pastoral Ministry

Salary 46,337.00 46,412.94 (75.94)              

Housing Allowance 23,333.23 21,501.71 1,831.52          

Social Security Allowance 5,329.77 4,741.33 588.44             

Health Insurance 12,108.00 7,772.97 4,335.03          8

Retirement 9,000.00 8,324.00 676.00             

Disability Insurance 1,875.00 2,081.02 (206.02)            

Basic Group Life 150.00 208.07 (58.07)              

Retiree Support 525.00 485.60 39.40               

Continuing Education 900.00 129.00 771.00             9

Mileage Stipend 1,741.80 1,811.55 (69.75)              

Supply Pastor Mileage 210.00 437.96 (227.96)            

Supply Pastor Services 1,050.00 1,975.00 (925.00)            

   Total Pastoral Ministry 102,559.80 95,881.15 6,678.65          

Youth & Family Director 15,600.06 14,926.00 674.06             

Payroll Expenses

Payroll Service Fees 273.00 217.00 56.00               

FICA - Med Company 1,086.80 1,088.53 (1.73)                

FICA - SS Company 4,623.15 4,830.25 (207.10)            

Total Payroll Expenses 5,982.95 6,135.78 (152.83)            

Workers' Compensation Insurance 1,208.00 1,196.00 12.00               

   Total Personnel 186,914.67 177,893.65 9,021.02          

Worship & Music

Copyright Licenses 1,108.00 1,258.74 (150.74)            

Donations 100.00 100.00 -                    

Guest Performers 325.00 475.00 (150.00)            

Memberships 40.00 0.00 40.00               

Organist Music 0.00 11.42 (11.42)              

Piano Tuning 190.00 190.00 -                    

Praise Team Music 200.00 120.01 79.99               

Worship Supplies 516.00 544.81 (28.81)              

   Total Worship & Music 2,479.00 2,699.98 (220.98)            

   Total Operating Expenses 306,750.32 292,788.64 13,961.68       

      Net Operating Income -0.00 16,892.84 (16,892.84)      
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2019 Budget Notes 
 

1. Members – Unpledged 2018: This number includes the amount given in 2018 by folks 

who gave but did not pledge – minus those who decided to pledge in 2019. 
 

2. Expected Growth in Giving: This is the increase in expected income we need in order to 

cover our expenses. You could call it a deficit, but we have had such a good couple of years 

that we are expressing it as a positive rather than a negative.   
 

3. Building Use Donations: The 2018 amount was a nice surprise. While we do not have 

any “rentals” on the books for 2019 other than a $50 recital in January, we are hoping to 

host more groups wanting to borrow our space. 
 

4. Building Loan Refinance: Our loan was due for renewal in 2018. State Bank of Cross 

Plains did us two solid favors:  they allowed us to refinance in early spring, just when 

interest rates were beginning to tick upward, rather than waiting until our contractual 

date in September. Also, our loan officer cleverly suggested that we consider having two 

loans, one at a fixed rate for a long term (25 years) and one with a shorter term (5 years) 

but with a rate that would renew after that five years. That way, if interest rates go up, 

we are protected by that fixed rate. If rates go down, or if we have a financial windfall and 

want to buy down our mortgage, we are protected by the loan that renews in five years.  

 

This also kept our monthly amount low, but the tradeoff is that more of our payment is 

going to interest each month rather than paying down the principal. But we were willing 

to trade that for the sake of keeping our cash flow manageable. 
 

5. Synod Contribution: Although we contribute to special offerings and several members 

volunteer at the synod, our financial support of the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin has 

been spotty for several years. Church Council would like to start building back our support 

with a contribution of 1% of income for 2019.   
 

6. Building Repairs: Even the newest parts of our church are already fifteen years old! We 

need to plan for more repairs and replacements. Our budget does not include any amount 

to repair our roof, and we will be looking at solutions to that problem in the next couple of 

months. 
 

7. Choir Director: Plans are underway to hire a choir director as early as February 1. 

 

8. Health Insurance: Interim Pastor Bonnie was eligible for Medicare, which saved a 

significant amount on health insurance. 
 

9. Continuing Education: Most of the amount budgeted for 2018 went unused. 
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Christian Development 
 

Committee members: Pastor Connie, Bailey Green, Jessica Helmers, Eric Kostecki (chair), 

Lorelle Micklitz, Lindsay Rothering, Cheryl Gilge, Monica Jaloszynski, and Kim Roberson. 
 

The Christian Development Committee oversees a wide range of activities including adult 

and children education and youth group activities. The following reports are provided by the 

leadership of those groups that are under the CDC umbrella. I thank them for their valuable 

contributions of time, talent and treasure. 

 

Sunday School 

 

Our Sunday School year officially begins each September with Rally Day and ends in May. 

Classes range from preschool (age 3) through sixth grade. 

 

Through a variety of curriculum, videos, and hands-on projects, our children have learned 

Bible stories and developed a greater understanding of what the Lord’s Prayer means. They 

made no-sew fleece blankets for the newly baptized babies of our congregation and participated 

in the baptismal services. In the spring, they hunted for Easter eggs and made special 

resurrection treats. In the spring and fall, the children participated in a Mukula Mass during our 

regular worship service. This service is designed especially for children and gives them a unique 

way to interact with worship. In December, our students continued their annual holiday 

tradition of celebrating Jesus’ birth by re-enacting the Christmas Story in costume for the 

congregation, family, and friends. At their Christmas celebration, they made ornaments to be 

mailed to our parishioners who are unable to come to church. We are currently raising money for 

children in need, including our backpack fundraiser that occurs every fall. 

 

This past spring Monica Jaloszynski and Cheryl Gilge concluded their role as Sunday School 

coordinators. After a year of instruction and shadowing, Lindsay Rothering and Lorelle Micklitz 

began their term as coordinators this past fall.  

 

We would also like to recognize our teachers who have helped make this program a success:  

 

PreK-2nd Grade: Nicole Sachse and Holly Eisenhauer  

3rd-6th Grade: Ryan Meyer and Lorelle Micklitz 

Assistant/substitute teachers: Tim Rothering and Lindsay Rothering 

  

Respectfully submitted by Sunday School Coordinators Lindsay Rothering and Lorelle Micklitz 
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Confirmation 

 

Confirmation class meets every Wednesday night from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. between September 

and May. This year was a time of transition for confirmation students; our youth had three 

different people leading confirmation classes in 2018, starting with Bailey, then Interim Pastor 

Bonnie, and finally Pastor Connie. We began the year using the re:form curriculum, which 

includes both reading and media materials. Interim Pastor Bonnie continued to use the re:form 

series, and added Martin Luther’s Small Catechism to the existing curriculum. Since Pastor 

Connie’s arrival this fall, she has been using curriculum she created. We spent the fall focusing 

on specific stories in the Bible, including the creation stories and the Christmas stories. In 

addition to attending class, confirmation youth are expected to attend worship services, complete 

ten sermon notes per an academic year, and serve as acolytes. 

 

On October 28, seven high school students affirmed their faith at our confirmation service. 

We congratulate Lindsay Gilge, Skylar Johnson, Cody Kempf, Lauren Pansegrau, Allison Smith, 

Avery Smith, and Carson Wood.  

 

Respectfully submitted by Bailey Green 

 

Youth Groups 

 

Sunday School: 

This year we scheduled several events geared specifically towards Sunday School youth, 

including our annual trips to the Henry Vilas Zoo and Enchanted Valley Pumpkin Patch. We 

also planned a sledding day and a movie and board game night, where we watched Disney’s 

Coco, played Battleship, and enjoyed pizza together as a group.  

 

For this upcoming year, we would like to schedule more family-based service events that 

Sunday School youth and their families will be able to participate in. If you have any ideas, 

please send them to Bailey via email to youth@wmlchurch.org. 

 

Due to both a lack of interest and volunteers, the Christian Development Committee decided 

not to plan a Vacation Bible School for the summer of 2018. We will be planning one for the 

summer of 2019 based off the ELCA VBS, so please contact either Bailey or Pastor Connie if you 

are interested in getting more information or if you would like to volunteer. 

  

Confirmation: 

Confirmation students are expected to participate in several service-based events as a part of 

confirmation requirements. This year they volunteered with other congregation members in 

MOM’s CANstruction event, hosted a Lenten dinner, packed arts and crafts bags for the  

American Family Children’s Hospital in Madison, served as readers, greeters, and ushers during 

the annual Christmas Barn Service, helped take down the Christmas tree and decorations in the 

sanctuary, delivered Christmas gifts for the MOM Sharing Christmas program, helped pack 

special Christmas bags for the West Middleton Elementary weekend food program at WMLC, 

and more. We are planning on adding a monthly service event at the Second Harvest Foodbank 

in Madison starting this spring, which will be open to high school and adult members of the 

congregation to participate in as well.  

mailto:youth@wmlchurch.org
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2018 was filled with several fun events for both confirmation and high school youth. We had a 

movie and pizza night in the youth room, participated in WMLC’s Trivia Night, baked 

Scandinavian treats with the Kittlesons and the Helmers, planned a trip to the bowling alley, 

celebrated Halloween together, and held a Confirmation Christmas Party where we made 

traditional Norwegian waffles. For this coming year, we are planning a trip to Sky Zone in late 

January, as well as continuing our bimonthly Donut Sundays for confirmation and high school 

youth to hang out with Bailey during the fellowship hour following worship. Confirmation 

students are also invited to attend our mission trip this summer along with high school youth.  

 

High School: 

We would like to thank the entire congregation for your continued support at our fundraiser 

events. This years’ fundraisers included a Lenten dinner, our annual Christmas Program bake 

sale, a Scandinavian bake sale, and more. Thank you to all of the parents who help volunteer at 

all of these fundraisers as well! Watch for the return of our K&A fundraiser sometime in either 

March or April.  

 

In June, we sent our high school youth on a mission trip through YouthWorks, a group that 

specializes in mission trips for middle and high schoolers. They went to the Twin Cities for the 

second year in a row. Three high school youth attended. The youth enjoyed helping to serve 

others and volunteer in an urban environment. We spent the week working at a food pantry and 

a food distribution center, serving at a homeless shelter, and working with elementary-age youth 

in downtown St. Paul and Minneapolis. Thank you to Scott Schullo for volunteering to chaperone 

(and Bailey thanks you for driving)!   

 

This upcoming July, we will be working with YouthWorks again, and we have already 

doubled our trip numbers from last year! We will be sending five high school youth and three 

adult members of the congregation to Milwaukee. Thanks again to Scott Schullo for chaperoning 

two summers in a row!  

 

Respectfully submitted by Bailey Green 

 

Bold Believers 

 

The Women's Bold Believers Bible Study group has been experimenting with meeting at 

different times. We are now usually meeting the first Wednesday of the month at 1 p.m. This 

seems to be a good time for all the members and we don’t have to deal with the winter time night 

driving. This year, we are using a bible study from the ELCA website on Interim Pastor Bonnie’s 

recommendation. These are one-hour studies and seem to be working well in our group.  This is a 

low-key Bible Study group with no pre-work required. We are always looking for new 

participants and new ideas for our Bible study group.  

 

Respectfully submitted by Peggy Haack 
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Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

 

Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis was the first topic for the Tuesday morning Bible study group 

this year. Following this, we studied Esther, followed by Prayer and Discernment with Interim 

Pastor Bonnie. Currently we are studying James with the assistance of a study guide by Max 

Lucado. Please join us at 9:30 a.m. for thought-provoking discussion and fellowship.  

 

Respectfully submitted by Shirley Yahr 

 

In Christ, 

Eric Kostecki 

Team Chair 
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Growth, Outreach, and Fellowship Committee 
 

Committee Members: Tim Harms, Jane Hyer (committee chair), Gayla Nichols-Jensen,  

Scott Schullo, Todd Smith, Ann Walser, Karen Zimmerman 

 

In 2018, the Outreach and Fellowship Committee facilitated and participated in the following 

events: 

 

• Social clubs continued throughout the year for members and non-members. The euchre 

group hosted several events that encouraged donations to the MOM food pantry.   

 

• WMLC “business cards” were designed featuring our church picture and information. The 

cards are now available in all the pews and can be shared by members to spread the word of 

our location, mission, and services. 

 

• In April, our church participated in the CANstruction fundraiser at West Towne Mall for 

the Middleton Outreach Ministry food pantry. We had major building support from our 

middle and high school members. Our team constructed “Sargent Pepper’s Yellow 

Submarine” out of cans of corn, tomatoes, and tuna. We won an award for best youth 

participation and construction. Another trophy for our trophy cabinet (which we now need!) 

and LOTS of food for MOM—nice work! 

 

• Pioneer Road clean-up was in April. 

 

• Rally Day was held in September. We had a great picnic spread after services with 

entertainment for kids and adults. Thanks to Ardell Lunda and his son for providing music. 

 

• October was the very first WMLC trivia night event. The event was a fundraiser for the 

West Middleton Elementary school weekend backpack food program. Seven teams of trivia 

masters negotiated the evening for big prizes! Helping to make the evening even more 

memorable was Master of Ceremonies Dan Paterson and masters of A/V equipment Lucas 

Kostecki and Stephanie Mueller. Thanks so much for making trivia night a success! We 

raised approximately $1,200 from the event. 

 

• Carolers visited WMLC members in December to offer some Christmas vocals. Carolers 

returned to church afterwards to enjoy chili, soup and fellowship.  

 

We would also like to send a shout out to Kris Patterson and Jill Bradshaw for their 

endless efforts scheduling Fellowship and Service assistants. Our worship services are greatly 

enhanced by your efforts.  
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As we look forward into 2019, the Outreach and Fellowship Committee continues to search for 

new members and new leadership. After 5 years of chairing this committee, I am stepping down 

to pursue other church opportunities. Please consider volunteering, if not for the Outreach and 

Fellowship Committee, then for any of the other committees that enrich our church mission.  

 

And finally, I would like to thank the Outreach and Fellowship Committee members for their 

time and talents. We are small but we are mighty!   

 

Respectfully submitted by Jane W. Hyer  
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Finance & Endowment 
 

Committee Members: Jim Andersen, Stephanie Mueller, Kim Roberson,  

Richard Sachse (chair) 

 

Endowment Fund    

 

The end of year balance for the Endowment fund was $138,401.70. We have earmarked 

$3,000 for distribution. This was less than the full 6% of the 3-year average. The full amount was 

not chosen because it would bring us to a base level below $135,000. We have also been working 

on setting up better guidelines for the endowment fund and what its goals and purposes are. We 

are asking this year for the Council to review the idea of people submitting applications 

requesting the money that is distributed from the endowment.   

  

Finance Committee 

 

 We signed a new mortgage for the church in May. The mortgage was broken into two loans.  

The first has a fixed rate of 5.88% for 15 years and the other has a fixed rate of 5.35% for 5 years. 

With the already raising interest rates, we are happy with our decision to lock in a majority of 

the loan on the long note. This year we also performed an adjusted audit for WMLC, which 

helped to cut down on the people and time commitment needed to process it. Stewardship saw a 

dip in pledges versus last year to the tune of roughly $43,000. We will be studying the idea of 

removing pledging for 2020.   

 

Respectfully submitted by Richard Sachse 
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Human Concerns 
 

Committee Members: Betty Casey, Betty Glaaser, Kris Holdorf, Joan Montague,  

Michele Pansegrau (Council Rep), Karen Zimmerman (chair) 

 

This year was spent reorganizing our committee and being active at WMLC again. Some of 

the programs that the Human Concerns Committee oversees are: 

 

• MOM: We collect food and clothing for the MOM pantry. Those are then taken to MOM by 

some of our wonderful volunteers.  

o We usually have a representative from the church to serve on the Community 

Service Council for MOM. Sue Gmur served for the past 5 years but decided not 

to serve this year. We thank Sue for her service to MOM on behalf of the church. We 

still need to find a volunteer to represent WMLC on the CSC.  

o MOM Thanksgiving bags were made, and members took the bags and filled them 

with holiday baking items. It was received very well, and many donations were 

made.   

o We are looking forward to having Ellen Carlson come and talk about MOM at an 

upcoming Sunday service in February and doing a food drive to coincide with this. 

The theme is Valentines/red items.   

 

• CANstruction: See the Fellowship/Outreach Committee report for information on this. 

 

• Weekend Food Program: This past year we started a new program to pack food bags for 

students at West Middleton Elementary School for the weekend. We started last January 

and worked with St. Luke’s Lutheran Church to pack food bags for distribution for the 

weekends. At one point we were packing up to 68 bags just for WME. This school year we 

moved our operations to WMLC. We had to go through an inspection, purchase shelving, 

paint the room, and get it set up. Stephanie Mueller wrote a grant to get money to help 

with the cost of getting set up and we got the grant. Thank you, Stephanie! We work with 

Second Harvest Food Pantry, Sysco, and purchase some food ourselves to supply the 

weekly needs of the students. We have also received donations of food and money to help 

us out. This school year we are serving on average 51 students. We have anywhere from 

four to 17 volunteers that come to bag the food each week and take it to the school. Anyone 

is welcome to join on Friday mornings at 9 a.m. for packing, some fellowship and laughs! 

o St. Luke’s held a fundraiser for the food program this summer and the money raised 

went to Second Harvest to help purchase food for all of the elementary schools in 

the Middleton District. We also held a Trivia Night at WMLC, and the money raised 

went to our program. It was a very success and fun night. We are looking into doing 

more fundraisers in the future. For more general and financial information please 

refer to Stephanie’s report on the program.   
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• School Supply Store: This year we set up the School Supply Store for people to come and 

buy then donate school supplies for the students at WME. It worked out very well and we 

sold out the store! This was done to coincide with God’s Work Our Hands Sunday. 

 

• Lapghan Ministry: This year a new ministry has been started for members to knit or 

crochet a lapghan or shawl. These will be available for Pastor Connie to distribute to those 

that may need one. If you would like to be a part of this ministry, please see Carolyn 

Ridgely, or see the binder on the sideboard in the narthex.   

 

• Quilting Ministry:  Our small group of hardworking quilters was able to make and 

donate 75 quilts this year. They were given to local charities that received them gratefully 

and enthusiastically, and then immediately distributed them to needy individuals. Thank 

you to all who have donated fabric or sheets. With these gifts, we were able to keep our 

costs down to $525 this year; $325 for batting and $200 for sheets and other fabric. Thank 

you also to the individuals and groups, including the Human Concerns Committee, who 

have given us some financial support. We thank you, as do the recipients of the quilts!   

 

Submitted by Shirley Yahr 

 

• Communion to the Homebound: This is organized by Betty Casey and up to 7 

homebound members were visited and given communion. There are three teams of two 

people that try to make visits every 4-5 weeks and they rotate their schedule so they are 

able to visit other members. Calls are made to those that are in a care facility, homebound, 

or those that have moved out of their homes to see if they would like a visit or called just 

to let them know that they are being thought of and offered help if needed. They are also 

sent a CD or DVD of the services and are happy to receive them. This group keeps these 

members connected to WMLC and lets them know that our congregation is there for them.  

 

Submitted by Betty Casey 

 

• Local Community Assistance: After the devastating flood in August, we contacted 

various churches to see where help was needed. We partnered with St. Martin’s Lutheran 

Church and a few volunteers from our church went to Cross Plains to help people clean 

out their homes that were affected by the flood. We also took a special offering to donate to 

LUAD (Lutherans United Assisting After Disasters). This is a South-Central Synod 

program that distributes funds directly into our local communities. We collected $323 for 

this. 
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This year $8,000 was allotted by the Finance Committee to be disbursed from our 

Endowment Fund. This is how those funds were alloted: 

 

Mission Endowment Fund Distributions:  

$2,000 Weekend Food Program for WME 

$2,000 Lutheran Disaster Response 

$   750 CANstruction – MOM 

$   750 Seminarian Assistance Fund 

$   500 The Road Home 

$   500 MOM 

$   500 Madison Area Jail Ministry 

$   300 Puerto Rico (Synod Gathering Offering) 

$   300 Pastor Connie’s Discretionary Fund 

$   200 Kwik Trip Gas Cards (Pastor Connie) 

$   200 Quilters 

 

We are looking forward to continuing our programs and adding a few more this coming year! 

If you would like to make a difference and want to be on the committee please let me know. 

 

The committee would like to thank Michele Pansegrau for her time on Council and for being 

the Council Rep for HC. We look forward to welcoming and working with the next representative 

from council. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Karen Zimmerman (committee chair) 
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Infrastructure Committee 
 

The Infrastructure Committee addresses day-to-day and special issues of the congregation as 

they relate to the church and grounds. Fortunately, most of the issues in 2018 were not of major 

concern. Many lightbulbs were replaced, bathroom repairs were made, ceiling damage was 

addressed in the kitchen, and a new light fixture was installed. Most of these issues were 

addressed by Scott Schullo. I thank Steve Zenk for his continued support helping to maintain our 

WMLC facility. 

 

We still had some issues with the boiler that provides most of the heat for the older part of 

the church. Water was found in the basement, which was caused by a faulty relief valve on the 

boiler. H&H replaced the relief valve and the boiler is currently in good operating condition. 

 

Other items that were addressed this year included having the dishwasher serviced and the 

water pressure valve replaced. We serviced a leaky water dispenser on the front of our 

refrigerator and had the fridge recharged with refrigerant. The leak could not be resolved, so the 

valve to isolate the water supply was closed. Our septic system was inspected this year and 

passed with no issues. The lights in the work room were upgraded to LED fixtures. Exterior 

lighting around the building and in the parking lot was also checked, and several bulbs were 

replaced.  

 

An ongoing issue that has become a major concern are the number of leaks we have developed 

in the older sections of the building under the flat roof. We have contacted Mid Towne 

Construction to help us determine what needs to be done.  

 

We also addressed a number of technology issues this year. Rebecca’s computer was replaced 

after it crashed and couldn’t be repaired. A new belt pack microphone and ear set was purchased 

as well as a new microphone for Pastor Connie. 

 

I personally thank John and Carolyn Ridgely for contributing all of their talents in organizing 

all of the cleanup and decorating events that keep the church looking so beautiful all year long. 

They also organize the distribution of the flower beds among members who keep our grounds 

neat and colorful.  

 

There are so many volunteers to thank for all they do to maintain the day-to-day tasks that 

are required to maintain our church building and grounds. We thank all the people who have 

volunteered their talents during 2018. In 2019, we will continue asking for volunteers to assist 

wherever projects arise. Thank you in advance to the entire congregation here at WMLC. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Scott Schullo 
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Memorials & Special Designated Gifts 
 

Committee Members: Jim Andersen (Council rep.), Jan Berger, Karen Schultz (chair),  

Lynn Schultz, Steve Zenk (secretary) 

 

 This past year we received memorials and gifts from the friends and family of Bernie 

Oilschlager, Alan Barsness, Ruth Miller, Dorothy Volker, Forrest Harms, and Betty Krause. For 

this year we provided funds to purchase an office computer.  

 

Please feel free to browse our Memorial Book, which is kept in the bookcase outside the 

church sanctuary. We are working diligently to keep this book up-to-date. If you notice any 

omissions or errors, please bring them to the attention of the Memorial and Special Designated 

Gifts Committee.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Karen Schultz 

  



Page 31 of 37 
 

Personnel Committee 
 

Committee Members: Tim Harms, Sharon Lochner (Chair and Council rep.), Ryan Meyer,  

Lindsay Rothering 

 

The Personnel Committee met this year to resolve issues with the music ministry, held 

annual reviews, worked with our Interim Pastor, Bonnie Vize, and welcomed our new Pastor, 

Connie Matye.   

 

We welcome all the positive feedback and concerns the congregation might have. We 

appreciate that the congregation understands that our work is confidential.   

 

 
  



Page 32 of 37 
 

Worship & Music Committee 
 

The Worship and Music (W&M) Committee meets on the second Tuesday of each month.  It is 

chaired by Lynn Schultz, and in 2019 the members will include Pastor Connie Matye, Anna 

Myeong, Barb Geurts, Roger Gmur, Jane Griswold, Matthew Helmers, Charlotte Johnston, Gene 

Kussart (Council liaison), Deanna Lunda, and Jane Hyer.  If you are interested in serving on this 

important committee, please talk with Lynn or Pastor Connie. 

 

Worship Services 

 

 This year we said farewell to Deacon Bonnie Vize, who served as our Interim Pastor while the 

Call Committee worked to find a new, full-time pastor for our church. 

 

   On November 11, Pastor Connie Matye was installed as our new pastor by Reverend Steven 

Kottke, Assistant Bishop for Mobility and Congregational Life.  We welcome Pastor Connie into 

our West Middleton Lutheran Church family and look forward to many years of her leadership 

and spiritual guidance.   

 

 There are two worshiping opportunities each week at West Middleton Lutheran Church, 

Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m and Thursday evenings at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Music Ministry – Anna Myeong 

 

In the first half of this year, we had the Director of Music, Anne Meyer. She directed the 

WMLC choir and led the Pioneer Praise Team (PPT) at Thursday rehearsals and Sunday 

worship services. We had guest musicians such as the Promise Band, Evensong and the Festival 

Ringers. However, Anne’s position was eliminated at the end of August and there was no plan to 

hire a new Director of Music. Church Council requested that Anna work with choir and PPT 

until after Christmas, which added the jobs of hymn selection for services and planning choir 

anthems & PPT songs on top of Anna’s regular duties as church musician and organist. 

Therefore, Anna asked her husband, Moo-Young Kim, to direct the choir and Karen Zimmerman 

to work with PPT in September. Moo-Young and Karen agreed to help our music ministry by 

volunteering temporarily until after Christmas.  

 

Since September, the WMLC choir has regrouped and its attendance has gradually increased 

at both Thursday choir rehearsals and Sunday services. For this year’s 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 

service, a total of 13 choir members sang joyous Christmas anthems. The PPT also started to 

sing for the services again. The Praise Team members are Jane Hyer, Arlene Krueger, Steve 

Biedermann, Dan Patterson, Tom Odgren, Grace Kim, Anna Myeong, and Karen Zimmerman. 

We are also blessed with many musicians from the congregation including Rachel Roberson 

(trumpet), Emma Kostecki (flute), Jimmy Chen (cello), and Grace Kim (cello).  

 

We are grateful to the dedicated choir and PPT members. We would like to give a special 

thanks to Moo-Young and Karen for their commitment to the choir and PPT in this time of 

transition. 
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Altar Committee - Carolyn Ridgely 

 

 The Altar Committee is also called the Altar Guild, adding a touch of class to this group of 

wonderful women who work hard all year round. We are often not noticed because, like all 

professionals, we make our work look easy! This work goes on before, during, and after every 

service. A special thank you to the Sunday school who has been making blankets to welcome 

our newly baptized members. Beautiful—thank you! 

 

 Rebecca puts on her Elf hat to help us make sure that we get everything right every week; 

thank you! Each member has an assigned month, but we couldn’t do it without sharing the tasks.  

Thanks to Jan Berger, Lynn Schultz, Karen Schultz, Dee Lunda, Betty Casey, Arlene Krueger, 

Sharon Lochner, Jane Hyer, Joan Montague, Jackie Andersen, and Peggy Haack.  This year we 

say a special Thank You to Jackie Andersen for her dedication to this committee for the past 

MANY years! Blessings and gratitude to you, Jackie. 

 

Dear God, thank you for always holding my hand. 

 

Audio/Visual - Carolyn Ridgely 

 

 The A/V team is a small, but mighty group—one that we hope you don’t notice, for that is 

when we’ve done our job well! THANK YOU to Jerry Geurts, Stephanie Mueller, and Jacob 

Nichols-Jensen who take on this assignment each week.  THANK YOU to Steve Zenk who 

continues to answer our call for help, and to Scott Schullo for all his help as we attempt to piece 

together an aging (who isn’t?!) piece of equipment to augment our worship services. We are 

always looking for new members for this team. If you would like to join us, let me know and we 

will get you into training. It’s FUN! 

 

Supply Pastors - Barb Geurts 

 

 At the end of December 2017 and the first half 2018, we had the privilege of having Deacon 

Bonnie Vize become our Interim Pastor until we found a new minister to replace Pastor Ted 

Lindquist. Pastor Bonnie was with WMLC until the end of August, when Pastor Paulette 

Creswell and Dr. Dennis Creswell served as substitute ministers until our new Pastor Connie 

Matye could begin in October. 

 

 I am always open to any of our members who may know a minister they would like me to 

contact when a substitute pastor is needed for our Thursday or Sunday services. It has been a 

wonderful experience for me to do this for WMLC. May the 2019 New Year bring many blessings 

to all the members of West Middleton. 

 

Worship Assistants Scheduling - Jill Bradshaw & Kris Patterson 

 

 Jill and Kris continue to organize volunteers for our services. This includes ushers, greeters, 

worship assistants, acolytes, fellowship, and other volunteer needs. All members are WELCOME 

to be a part of these very important services and if you are not already on the list to be assigned, 

we welcome you and ask you to let Kris, Jill, or our Administrative Assistant, Rebecca, know. 
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Nursery 

 

 Due to the current “Pray-ground” area in our sanctuary, the nursery is not used that much, 

and thus this is no longer staffed. When parents feel a need to leave the sanctuary, they are 

always welcome to go to the nursery with their children where they can play and still hear the 

services in the church on a speaker. 

 

 

Funerals - Ann Walser 

 

 Three funerals were held at West Middleton Lutheran in 2018: Forrest Harms (Aug. 18), 

Dorothy Volker (July 13), and Al Barsness (May 3). As is historically the case, these lunches 

were well served with delicious food and many wonderful volunteer workers, for which we are so 

grateful.   

 

Wedding Coordinator - Jane Hyer 

 

 There was just one wedding this year that we assisted with: Kate Griswold and Brad Jaeger 

were married November 3 in front of a sanctuary filled to the entrance doors with family and 

friends. The bride was stunningly beautiful and calm. The groom was dashing and collected.  The 

wedding dress was fluffed, the bride’s mother cried…the perfect day for Brad and Kate to start 

their new lives together. 

 

Bulletins and Mini Pioneer 

 

 Rebecca Carlson creates all our bulletins and the Mini Pioneer using information gathered by 

our pastor, our musician(s), and any other member who has information to be shared with the 

congregation.  

 

Respectfully compiled and submitted by the Worship & Music Committee, Lynn Schultz, Chair  
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Other Reports 
 

Church Library Committee 

 

Committee Members: Peggy Haack, Kris Holdorf, and Dee Lunda 
 

The church library is located in the Fireside Room. The committee members meet periodically 

to tidy up the shelves, check in books that have been returned or donated, and change the 

bulletin board to correspond to the seasons.   

 

There are many types of books including fiction, biography, inspiration, self-help, etc. in the 

adult and children’s sections. The library is for everyone. There are no limits to the number of 

books you can check out and no fees.  

 

There is a sign-out sheet to fill out in the children’s corner, and there is a shelf for donated 

books. We are especially looking for bestsellers if you have any you want to share with the 

congregation.  

 

Respectfully submitted by Dee Lunda 
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Membership Statistics 
 

 
 

 

 

Average Worship Attendance          2018   2017 
 

Thursday Night Service  11      16 

Sunday Services  85      83 

Lenten Wednesday Worship at 7:00 p.m.  55      55 

Special Services: Ash Wednesday  59      46 

Special Services: Holy Week through Easter  385    522 

Special Services: Thanksgiving  41      48 

Special Services: Barn Service  150    160 

Special Services: Christmas Eve   285    263 

 

  

West Middleton Lutheran Church

  BAPTIZED CONFIRMED

  (Total M embership)

1 Membership at end of 2017 457 389

2 Members received during 2018

a. By baptism: children (15 yrs and younger) 4

b. By Baptism: adults (16 yrs and older) 0 0

c. By affirmation of faith 2 2

d. By transfer from ELCA congregations 5 2

e. From other Lutheran congregations 0 0

f. From non-Lutheran congregations 0 0

g. From other sources and statistical adjustment 0 0

h. Total members received this year 11 4

3 Baptized youth who were confirmed in 2018 7

4 Total of #1 and 2h in BAPTIZED column 468 400

Total of #1, 2h, and 3 in CONFIRMED column

5 Members removed in 2018

a. By death 4 4

b. By transfer to other ELCA congregations 8 6

c. To other Lutheran congregations 0 0

d. To non-Lutheran congregations 0 0

e. For other reasons and statistical adjustment 3 3

f. Total members removed this year 15 13

6 Membership, end 2018 453 387

Note: BAPTIZED figures cannot be smaller than CONFIRMED figures in any category.

Audit Check 453 387

Audit Check should equal line 6, above
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2018 Pastoral Acts 
 

Baptisms (4):   
 

• Raymond Greidanus 

• River Pentinmaki 

• Parker Plooster 

• Olivia Ridgely 

 

Confirmations (7): 
 

• Lindsay Gilge 

• Skylar Johnson 

• Cody Kempf 

• Lauren Pansegrau 

• Allison Smith 

• Avery Smith 

• Carson Wood 

 

Funerals/Memorial Services (3):  
 

• Alan Barsness 

• Dorothy Volker 

• Forrest Harms 

 

Weddings (1): 
 

• Katherine Griswold and Bradley Jaeger 

 

 

 

 

 

 


