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Prelude O Sacred Head J. S. Bach 
 

Welcome 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 

Confession and Forgiveness  

 
P Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord's call  to 

struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving 

God and each other. This is the struggle to which we were called at 

baptism. Within the community of the church, God never wearies of 

forgiving sin and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us 

confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of 

the great Three Days reconciled with God and with one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.  
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P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 

we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 

in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen. 

 

Laying on of Hands 

You may be seated.  

You may come forward and kneel for the laying on of hands. 

 

Opening Hymn An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare hymnary.org 
Text © 1974 Hope Publishing Company. Music Harmony © 1990 Hope Publishing Company. Used by permission of license #1773952. 
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Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

C And also with you.  

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

P Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a 

new commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this 

commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he 

was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

Children’s Sermon 

 

Blessing of the Lector 

 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 

Please read responsively. 

 

L I love the LORD, because he has heard my voice and my supplications. 

C Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as 

long as I live. 

 

L What shall I return to the LORD for all his bounty to me? 

C I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the 

LORD, 

 

L I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people. 

C Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his faithful ones. 
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L O LORD, I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your serving 

girl. You have loosed my bonds. 

C I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of 

the LORD. 

 

L I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people, 

C in the courts of the house of the LORD, in your midst, O 

Jerusalem. Praise the LORD! 
 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.    

 
Please stand, as you are able. 

Lenten Gospel Acclamation  ELW Setting 3 

 

John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to John. 

C Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

The reading concludes: 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated. 

Sermon  Pastor Connie Matye 

 

Hymn of the Day Where Charity and Love Prevail ELW 359 

Verses 1, 2, and 5 

 
Please stand, as you are able. 

The Prayers of Intercession 

 

The petitions conclude: 

A Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

Please be seated. 

Offering  You Are the Bread WMLC Choir 
 R.E. Schram 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 

Offering Prayer  

 

P Let us pray together.    

C Your church is composed of people like me. I help make it what it 

is. It will be friendly, if I am. Its pews will be filled, if I help fill 

them. It will do great work, if I work. It will make generous gifts 

to many causes, if I am a generous giver. It will bring other 

people into its worship and fellowship, if I invite and bring them. 

It will be a church where people grow in faith and serve You, if I 

am open to such growth and service. Therefore, with Your help 

Lord, I shall dedicate myself to the task of being all the things 

you want Your church to be. Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving  
 

P The Lord be with you.    

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.  

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise…we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn:   
 

Sanctus ELW Setting 3 

Words of Institution 
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The Lord’s Prayer  
  

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

Please be seated. 

Distribution 
 

As a community that believes in the real presence of Christ, all are welcome and 

invited to receive communion. 

 

Today we share in the blessings God sends to our young people who have 

completed their communion instruction. We invite these young people and their 

families to commune first at the rail. The congregation will commune at the altar 

rail after the youth and their families have returned to their seats. 

 

Please come forward by the center aisle to receive communion kneeling at the 

altar rail. Grape juice is available in the center ring of the trays. Gluten-free 

communion wafers are also available. Please indicate to the pastor that you need 

one and help yourself.   
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Lamb of God  ELW Setting 3 

Distribution Hymns Let Us Break Bread Together ELW 471 

 All verses 
 

 Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service ELW 712 

 Verses 1 and 4 

 
Please stand, as you are able. 

Post Communion Blessing & Prayer 
 

Please be seated. 

Stripping of the Altar The Dying Love WMLC Choir 
 

To vividly remember how Jesus was mocked and stripped of his clothing and 

dignity after his arrest, the sacramental elements and vessels, linens, paraments, 

banners, and books are ceremoniously removed from the worship space. 
 

  

Departure in Silence 
 

There is no benediction or postlude as this service continues tomorrow 

with our Good Friday services at 12:15 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 


