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Prelude  

 

Introduction to Worship 

 

Announcements and Opening Joke 

 
Please stand, as you are able. 

Call to Worship 

 

P God has burst the bonds of sorrow. Life has crushed the most horrible 

death. 

C Our hearts shall swell with cries of gladness; our silent tongues, 

rejoice! 

 

P “The daughters of God are lifted up; the sons of God are risen!” 

C Our spirits shall dwell in Heaven’s hope! God is always with us! 

 

Joy to the World  

 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord’s alive, 

Awake, rejoice, and sing! 

It’s just as He had said, He’s risen from the dead. 

Salvation now He brings, salvation now He brings, 

Salvation, salvation now He brings. 

 

2. Joy to the world, the empty tomb 

Proclaims a victory. 

Of light compelling a great dispelling 

Of darkness in the world, of darkness in the world, 

Of darkness, of darkness in the world. 

 

3. Joy to the world, our Savior reigns. 

Let heaven and earth proclaim the glories of His righteousness, 

And wonders of His love, and wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders of His love. 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

L Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. 

By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the 

resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

C Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
Acts 4:32-35 

The reading concludes: 
 

L The word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 

Gospel Acclamation  

 

1. Hark the herald angel said, 

Why seek Jesus with the dead? 

He’s not here, as you can see, 

Grave cloths lie where he would be. 

On your way now, tell the others, 

Jesus will be with his brothers, 

Sisters too, he wants to see 

On the hills of Galilee, 

Hark, the herald angels said, 

He is risen from the dead. 
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John 20:19-21 
 

P The holy gospel according to John. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The reading concludes: 
 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

Sermon  

 

Sermon Celebration Song 

 

1. I have the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart…down in my heart 

to stay. 

 

Refrain:  

And I’m so happy, so very happy, I’ve got the love of Jesus in my 

heart. (Repeat) 

 

2. I have the love of Jesus… 

 

3. I have the peace that passes understanding… 

 

4. I have the wonderful love of my Blessed Redeemer way down in 

the depths of my heart… 
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Confession and Creed 
 

L We believe in God, who made us in His image. 

C We live, we love, we laugh, because we are like Him. 

 

L We believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our Lord and Savior. 

C He had the last laugh on the devil when He rose from the dead. 

 

L We believe in the Holy Spirit, coequal and coeternal with the Father and 

the Son. 

C Our counselor, our guide, our motivator—He is our joy! 

 

L Forgive us, Lord, when we take ourselves too seriously, when we don’t 

claim the happiness that is rightfully ours as your children, when we 

forget that you will have the last laugh in this world. 

C Restore to us the joy of our salvation, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 

The Prayers of Intercession 

 

L Lord, with joyful hearts we pray, 

C We are filled with JOY that you listen and respond. 

 

Holy Communion Thanksgiving 

 

Words of Institution 
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The Lord’s Prayer  

 

P Remember us in your kingdom, Lord, and teach us always to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P The table is set. All are welcome at the table of our Lord. 
 

Please be seated. 

Distribution 
 

As a community that believes in the real presence of Christ, all are welcome and 

invited to receive communion. 
  

Today we commune by intinction. Please come forward down the center aisle and 

return by the side aisles. Please hold the host, then dip it into the chalice to 

commune. The second chalice contains grape juice. Gluten-free communion 

wafers are also available. Please indicate to the pastor if you need one. 
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Beautiful Day, Glorious Day 

(To the tune of “Silent Night”) 

 

1. Beautiful Day, Glorious Day, 

All is new, all’s okay! 

‘Round the tomb there is dancing and song, 

See inside that the body is gone. 

Christ the Savior’s alive, 

Christ the Savior alive. 

 

2. Beautiful Day, Glorious Day, 

Soldiers quake and run away, 

The stone is cleared from heaven above, 

Heavenly host says, “Hallelujah!” 

Jesus, Lord, at new birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at new birth. 

 

3. Beautiful Day, Glorious Day, 

Sing and shout, tell and say, 

Radiant beams from this sinner’s face, 

Show because of amazing grace, 

Christ, the savior’s alive, 

Christ, the savior’s alive! 

 

Communion Prayer and Blessing 

 

Benediction 
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Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee ELW 836 
 

1. Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 

God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee, 

Praising thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

Drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, 

fill us with the light of day. 
 

2. All thy works with joy surround thee, 

Earth and heav’n reflect thy rays, 

Stars and angels sing around thee, 

Center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 

Chanting bird, and flowing fountain 

Call us to rejoice in thee. 
 

3. Thou art giving and forgiving, 

Ever blessing, ever blest, 

Wellspring of the joy of living, 

Ocean-depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 

All who live in love are thine; 

Teach us how to love each other, 

Lift us to the joy divine! 
 

Peace  
 

P Go now and serve our risen, joy-filled Lord! 

C Thanks be to God! 

P The peace of our risen Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

Postlude  


